
“Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. Red and yellow, black and white,  
they are precious in His sight. Jesus loves the little children of the world.” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

May the grace and peace of God, our creator, and of Jesus Christ, our Lord, surround each of you as we prepare for 
the season of Advent.  

As my wife, First Lady Racelder, and I reflect upon this first full year of ministry and service in Indiana, we are filled 
with Thanksgiving and joy. The mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world is not 
exclusionary. This mission extends a hand and invites us into the cause of seeing every life changed for the glory 
of God by us answering the call to care for those most vulnerable — the poor, lonely, and oppressed both near and 
far. This calling extends to the families that live next door, the children playing basketball in our church parking lots, 
those we see each Sunday morning, and beyond.  

In the familiar hymn “Jesus Loves the Little Children” written by C.H. Woolston, a Baptist minister, he writes in the 
lyrics that the love of Jesus has no barrier. And in these simplistically powerful, yet often overlooked, words we are all 
reminded that all are precious in the eyes of God. 

In recent months we have seen catastrophic natural disasters that have strained nations across the world and have 
left some of our most vulnerable persons in their wake, including children. Yet, there is hope because God is with  
us always.  

As a Conference, we have committed ourselves to be a connection of vibrant congregations that are fully engaged in 
our mission fields glocally (globally and locally) by 2020 as God has called us to answer the commandment to love 
thy neighbor. And I believe these words “Jesus loves the little children” will continue to echo throughout the very 
ministries we seek to create, serve, and support across Indiana and our world. 

Because Jesus loves the little children, every single one.  

This year I would like to thank you for your continued support of the Bishop’s Christmas Offering for Children; and 
invite you, your family, and your community of faith to join me in praying for children around Indiana and across our 
world. Your generosity makes a world of difference for so many children. 

As in the past, Christmas Offering funds received this year will be allocated by percentages. The offering will be 
divided to help meet the needs of these children’s ministries: 

• IMPACT 2818, the Indiana Conference Camping program, will receive 20 percent to go to first-time  
campers and children in need; 

• The three Indiana United Methodist-related children and youth homes will receive 20 percent; 

• Local outreach projects will receive 20 percent; 

• United Methodist Advance Projects (national and global) will receive 20 percent; 

• Bishop’s fund for emergency children’s projects and the promotion of this offering will receive 20 percent 
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Programs supported by this offering are selected by our Conference Mission and Justice Team and approved by 
our Conference Special Offering Committee. These ministries are among those endorsed by our United Methodist 
General Board of Global Ministries or on the Conference Advance Specials list. 

My hope is that we will continue to build on our generosity towards ministries that focus on the health, development, 
and well-being of all children across the world. On behalf of the countless children whose lives will be changed as a 
result of this offering, I thank you.  

Be encouraged,  

Julius Calvin Trimble
Resident Bishop

Please send your Bishop’s Christmas Offering for Children, payable to Indiana Conference UMC, and mail to INUMC, 
Dept. 6089, Carol Stream, IL 60122-6089. Mark the memo: Christmas Offering. Thank you. 


