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2015 Indiana Annual Conference Summary
INDIANAPOLIS – “Share Your Story” 
was the theme of the 2015 Indiana 
Annual Conference held Thursday 
through Saturday, May 28-30, at the 
Indiana Convention Center in down-
town Indianapolis. The three-day event 
had an intentional focus to equip and 
empower individuals to share their 
personal stories of faith with the world 
around them using Joel 1:3 as the scrip-
ture reference, which reads, “Tell your 
children of it, and let your children tell 
their children, and their children to 
another generation.”

Bishop Michael J. Coyner called the 
conference into session at 1:45 p.m. 
Thursday, May 28, with more than 
2,000 members and guests in atten-
dance.

During the 2015 Celebration of Min-
istry: Ordination and Commissioning 
service, Louisiana Bishop Cynthia Fier-
ro Harvey challenged those to be or-
dained “be who you are, and I promise 
the Spirit will spin it, churn it, twist it 
and weave it into a story of legacy. You 
have a story to tell – of supernatural 
calling, of sacrifice, of joy, of suffering – 
and the moving of the Spirit.”

George Howard, deputy general sec-
retary of the United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries, led teaching sessions 
during the day Friday, May 29, for la-
ity and clergy reminding members that 
faith forming relationship is the grow-
ing edge in Christian mission and min-
istry today. Howard noted that the poor 
must be a priority for United Methodist 
worldwide in keeping our Wesleyan 
tradition.

Rev. Dr. Carver McGriff, a retired el-
der of the Indiana Conference, preached 
the memorial sermon Friday, May 28, 
and shared, “Grief is a terrible experi-
ence, yet, also, it’s a wonderful experi-
ence, because it is the greatest experi-
ence we can give to a person we love.”

Paula and Ed Kassig, parents of the 
late Abdul-Rahman “Peter” Kassig, 
spoke at the annual prayer breakfast 
Saturday, May 30, and shared how 
prayer has sustained them through the 
loss of their son. The Kassigs are mem-
bers of Epworth UMC in Indianapolis.

During separate sessions Friday, 
clergy and laity elected delegates for 
the 2016 denominational General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. The results 
of the elections are on page 4.

During business sessions, 
conference members also:
• Received updates on the work of the 

Africa University Campaign to raise 
$1 million to endow a chairperson 

for the Faculty 
of Agriculture 
and Natural 
Resources, as 
well as schol-
arships for 
students in 
the amount of 
$600,000. Revs. 
Bill Keith, Chi-
yona Bourne 
and Matt 
Landry shared 
about the Indi-
ana delegations 
recent trip to 
present the $1 
million check 
and updated 
the body on the 
remainder of 
the campaign. The report also in-
cluded a video with interviews from 
students directly supported by the 
Indiana Conference.

• Celebrated the 100 Points of Light 
initiative, launched in 2014 as well as 
the 103 points of light that were suc-
cessfully launched throughout the 
state of Indiana. Each point of light 
represents a new worship service, 
Bible study or other organized effort 
to reach new people with the light of 
Christ.

• In conjunction with the 100 Points of 
Light celebration, the conference also 
launched a new effort “I Have a Sto-
ry to Tell” encouraging members to 
share their faith story or what God is 
doing in their life with others. More 
information about this initiative can 
be found at iwillsharethestory.org.

• Raised $4,686.37 during an offering 
to support the cabinet emergency 
ministry fund.

• The Conference voted unanimously 
to launch a $6 million campaign to 
build a new Discipleship Center at 
Epworth Forest.

• Approved the 2016 budget of $13.7 
million.

Petitions
The Conference debated several 

proposed petitions for the 2016 General 
Conference concerning a variety of is-
sues. The results of these petitions are 
as follows:

Passed
• 2015-01 Supporting Adoption and 

Common Ground on Abortion
• 2015-02 Abortion and Disability
• 2015-03 Affirm Christian Principles 

for Bioethics
• 2015-04 Withdraw from the Religious 

Coalition for Reproduction Choice
• 2015-07 Making General Conference 

Work

Defeated/Withdrawn
• 2015-05 Church Resolutions to be 

placed in Book of Discipline (WITH-
DREW)

• 2015-06 Church Resolutions
• 2015-08 Delete Para 341.4 of the Dis-

cipline
• 2015-09 Complainant as party to just 

resolution
• 2015-10 Membership of the Univer-

sity Senate 
The conference ordained one deacon 

and 12 elders, as well as commissioned 
four provisional deacons and 11 pro-
visional. The conference also retired 38 
elders, deacons and local pastors from 
active ministry and remembered 41 
clergy and 34 clergy spouses, who had 
died this past conference year.

Throughout the conference, members 
were engaged with video interviews 
from various leaders sharing their sto-
ries of how they came to know more 
about their personal faith or how they 
share faith with others.

Also, members of the conference 
received daily updates through video to 
encourage more storytelling during the 
Annual Conference Session. 

Visit www.inumc.org/ac15 to see more 
information about Annual Conference.

Membership stands at 193,060, down 
less than 1% from the previous year; 
average worship attendance stands at 
102,238, down 4% from the previous 
year; church school (children and youth 
ministries), 31,128 down, 5%; profes-
sions of faith, 3,258 down, 11%; bap-
tisms, 2,944 down, 11%.

Meet the Indiana 
Delegation
page 4

Gibbs receives 
Francis Asbury 
Award
page 6

Homeless Jesus 
coming to Indy
page 11

Clergy prepare for their Ordination at the Thursday evening Celebra-
tion of Ministry Service during the 2015 Annual Conference.
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From the Bishop:

‘Fairness for All’
Editor’s note: This column was written in 

response to the Supreme Court decision on 
Marriage Equality Ruling of June 26, 2015.

Today the Supreme Court of the 
United States of America has deter-
mined that marriage as a legal contract 
between two persons is available to all 
in our country. This means that two per-
sons of the same gender can get married 
and have their marriage recognized by 
the government (including the IRS) in 
the same way that a man and a woman 
can have the legality of their marriage 
recognized by the government (includ-
ing the IRS). This decision is about equal 
civil rights, it is not about a religious 
ceremony or about the religious teach-
ings regarding the meaning of marriage.

Our United Methodist Church was 
the first denomination to advocate for 
equal civil rights for gay and lesbian 
persons when we added that statement 
into our Social Principles in 1972. At the 
same time, our UMC has affirmed that 
we believe Christian teaching states that 
marriage is understood as a covenant 
blessed by God between one man and 
one woman. While those two state-
ments may seem contradictory, they are 
not. We believe in equal civil rights for 
all persons, while at the same defending 
our right to teach our Christian under-
standing of marriage.

So I view today’s Supreme Court 
decision as a victory for civil rights, but 
it is NOT a decision which changes the 
religious teachings of any church. In 
fact, the Court decision does NOT man-
date any Christian minister to perform 
a marriage ceremony for any couple. I 
hope that state legislatures and courts 
can affirm that understanding – because 
“fairness for all” should be our theme 
in the U.S. and in our UMC.

“Fairness for all” means that every-

one has the same civil rights, and it 
also means that religious groups have 
the right to maintain their own teach-
ings and traditions. I hope that all 
well-meaning persons in the U.S. can 
unite around that concept of fairness. 
It is interesting that the state of Utah 
(with the full support of the Mormons) 
has already passed legislation to lift up 
the value of “fairness for all” – includ-
ing gay, lesbian, and transgendered 
persons, among the categories of those 
whose civil rights are protected, but 
also including the protection of reli-
gious rights. I hope that our state of 
Indiana might consider similar legisla-
tion – affirming equal civil rights for all 
persons while also protecting the rights 
of religious persons to practice their 
faith without interference. The ill-fated 
attempts of our Indiana state legislature 
to affirm religious freedom was “fixed” 
in part, but I hope that our state will 
lead the way in affirming fairness for 
all, including adding gay and lesbian 
persons among those whose civil rights 
are protected, while also affirming our 
religious rights.

To our United Methodist clergy in 
the Indiana Conference, I must remind 
you that our Discipline prohibits UM 
clergy from performing weddings for 
same-gender couples and it also pro-
hibits such weddings from being held 
in our churches. I do not know whether 
the 2016 General Conference will revise 
those prohibitions, but our current Dis-
cipline is clear on this issue and I am 
clear that it is my duty as a Bishop to 
uphold that Discipline.

So I pray that “fairness for all” will 
prevail in our country, and I affirm that 
equal civil rights (including religious 
freedom) for all persons is the rule of 
law in our nation.

Sharing Our Story: New Faith Communities
After celebrating our 2015 Session of 

the Indiana Conference with our theme 
of “Share Your Story,” I realized that we 
have not done well in sharing the story 
of the new faith communities we are 
planting as United Methodists here in 
Indiana. So I asked our Church Devel-
opment team for a list, and they soon 
discovered that many more things are 
happening than we had been tracking. 
Not all of the new faith communities 
on this list are being funded by Church 
Development or directed by Church 
Development - several of these have 
sprung up on their own or with the 
support of an existing United Methodist 
congregation in Indiana. In addition, it 
is soon obvious that many of these are 
new populations groups, new language 
groups of people, and exciting new 
ventures that go beyond our traditional 
way of understanding new congrega-
tions. Some on the list are “spin-offs” 
from off-site or second-site ministries 
of existing congregations. Others are 
housed within an existing UM congre-
gation. I hope you are excited by this 
list, because I am excited to see all of 
the ways (and there may be others we 
don’t know about) that God is at work 
“doing a new thing” here in Indiana. As 
God states through Isaiah in chapter 43, 
“Even now it is springing forth, do you 

not see it?”
So here is the list of our new faith 

communities launched since we became 
the new Indiana Conference in 2010:
Faith Community – Location/District –  
Pastor/Planter:
1. The Branches 

Plainfield/CE  
Alex Hershey

2. Strong Tower  
East Chicago/NO 
Esequiel and Suri Becerra

3. Compass Church 
Muncie/EA 
Mark Ellcessor

4. New Castle 1st-2nd Site  
New Castle/EA 
Tom McGalliard

5. Greenwood Mizo  
Greenwood/CE 
Lal Ralte

6. Centro Familiar Christiana  
Lafayette/NW 
Nohemi Palau

7. Kristo’s Hands and Feet 
Fort Wayne/NE 
Steve Mekura

8. Rio De Gracias 
Hobart/NO 
Jose and Zoila Martinexz

9. Church for All People 
South Bend/NO 
Tim Aydelotte

10. Tapalot Native American 
Indianapolis/CE  
Ron Haun

11. Luz de Vida (Ind. Wesley) 
Indianapolis/CE 
Mirna Doliveira

12. Nuevos Principios 
Ligonier/NE 
Jesus and Oliva Saucedo

13. Gateway 
Indianapolis/CE 
Matt Lipan

14. Servant’s Heart  
Elkhart/NO Nancy Bennett

15. Old Bethel 
Indianapolis/CE 
Saul Sauceda

16. Un-named YMCA site  
Indianapolis/CE 
Sharon Washington

17. Casa De Dios 
Indianapolis/CE 
Marissa and Javier Calleja

18. Casa De MiPadre 
Elkhart/NO 
Jorge Maldonado

19. St. Mark’s Goshen 
Goshen/NO  
Heriberto y Nayeli Contreras

20. The Garden 

Indianapolis/CE 
Carolyn Scanlan-Holmes

21. Compass Church 
Winchester/EA 
Mark Ellcessor

In addition, there are several other 
new faith community projects in the 
planning stages, and probably oth-
ers that we don’t even know about 
– because existing congregations are 
launching new ministries (remember 
the 100 New Points of Light?) and some 
may become new faith communities. 
Not all of these new faith communities 
may become officially chartered United 
Methodist congregations, and until they 
are chartered they don’t “count” in our 
Indiana Conference statistics and can 
easily be overlooked. But it is clear to 
me that God is doing new things in our 
midst, and we are becoming more and 
more an outwardly-focused church.

We have a story to tell about our 
United Methodist Church here in Indi-
ana. I hope you will join me in praying 
for these new faith communities. I hope 
your congregation will consider launch-
ing new ministries, and I hope you will 
help to Share Our Story.
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Engaging the Next Generation
By Kyle AdAmson

The older man slowly walked down 
the center aisle of the small traditional 
church with his wife’s frail hand hold-
ing his. He is roughly 70 years old and 
very proud of his historical Methodist 
church that they have been attending 
for more than 52 years now. As he and 
his wife take a seat two thirds of the 
way up on the right hand side where 
they sit every week, he notices the 
young boy siting in the chair by the 
pastor at the side of the platform. He 
has never seen kids on that stage be-
fore, except for when the church holds 
their annual children’s program around 
Christmas. He guesses the boy is 13-14 
since he looks about the same age as his 
youngest grandson. 

Just a few minutes into a service 
the young man walked over to the po-
dium and began reading the morning 
scripture verses. The older man leaned 
over to his wife and whispered, “what 
happened to Frank our normal litur-
gist? Shouldn’t this boy be watching the 
service with his parents like the other 
teens?” Then he said it; “kids don’t be-
long on the stage. They haven’t earned 
the right to lead us.” Whoomp, there it 
is! For the two of you from my church 
that found this article, please don’t try 
to guess who I am talking about. This is 
a fictional character that I just made up. 
Really! I don’t even attend our tradi-
tional service where I have pictured this 
happening.

The problem is that this is the camp 
where way too many adults in the 
American church fall. This is what 
went on in the church they grew up in. 
Megachurch Pastor Perry Noble says 
that historically in the church we have 
taught kids from grades one to twelve 
that church is boring. The sooner we 
can get our kids in ministry, the sooner 
we get them to value a relationship 
with Christ. The following example 
was the church I was brought up in. 
Church was something we did three 
times a week because my parents made 
my sister and I go. Over time I began to 
feel that Christianity was just about the 

rules. You know, like being on Santa’s 
naughty or nice list. Because of this 
mindset, I left the church almost com-
pletely for about eight years after high 
school. I am so thankful that God didn’t 
zap me to heaven during that time! My 
beautiful and intelligent wife, Cheryl, 
(just in case she reads this) saved me 
by re-introducing me to Jesus when 
we married. That’s when I discovered 
Christianity is a relationship, not a reli-
gion. I wish someone would have told 
me about the grace of God when I was 
a kid.

Teens are not the future of the church 
instead they are the church now. I re-
member an internship I did in college 
at the number one rated country music 
station in Indianapolis; WFMS. I did 
not get paid, however I learned some 
very important lessons about sales that 
still help me in my job today. One of 
the sales representatives I rode along 
with had a client tell her she really 
can’t advertise with a country station. 
“Sorry,” the customer said, “I just can’t 
stand country music.” The representa-
tive thoughtfully replied, “I understand 
your feelings about country music, but 
it does not matter what you think about 
country music, what matters is the key 
demographics for your store listen to 
our station.” Light bulb! What I mean 
by this is that we adults need to realize 
if we are going to reach and engage a 
younger generation into our church, we 
need to be willing to change the concept 
of church that we grew up with. 

Now that we see there might be 
a problem at our church with youth 
involvement, we need to figure out a 
strategy for getting them involved. I 
am not talking about the type of service 
where your committee tells the youth 
pastor they could use the kids help with 
the church rummage sale to take all of 
the items out of the storage barn and 
cleaning them up to be sold. As the hus-
band to our church youth pastor, I have 
heard countless stories of people want-
ing to use our youth group as some sort 
of hired volunteers to do their commit-
tee’s dirty work instead of engaging 
them for something more meaningful.

Here are 7 necessary steps for 
involving youth into your service 
1. Get buy-in from the lead pastor and 

key leaders. Before we can think 
about making a sustainable program 
to involve the youth in service, there 
must be mutual agreement with the 
lead pastor along with the leadership 
team at your church.

2. The youth and lead pastor will com-
municate and coordinate a plan. 
How will this be carried on year after 
year? Who will need to be involved 
in the process? Why will the youth 
want to get involved? Where can 
they help out? What are the options 
for involvement? 

3. The pastor communicates the plan 
to the congregation regularly. I 
strongly believe there needs to be 
clear communication from the leader 
of the church, the head pastor, so the 
entire church can understand and 
buy into the new idea.

4. Ask committee and church program 
leaders to encourage youth involve-
ment. The more groups within the 
church that truly buy into the youth 
volunteer movement, the more at 
ease the youth will feel. They will 
feel welcome in their service.

5. Once youth are involved in serv-
ing, have at least one person in that 
group become a mentor to them. 
Think about your freshman year at 
school. Wasn’t it awesome when an 
upperclassman befriended you and 
helped you feel welcome with all of 
your uneasiness? This is of course 
hypothetical, but in high school I 
would often rejoice on the days when 
my books were not being pushed 
out of my hands by a senior. We will 
just assume your most senior group 
member will not purposely give the 
new youth member a swirly before 
your meeting or activity. Make them 
feel welcome, and then teach them 
the ropes with a smile.

6. Evaluate the process. Find a way 
that works for your church to regu-
larly (at least bi-yearly) get the or-

ganizers of the youth involvement 
program (YIP) to determine if the 
youth are easily involved and enjoy-
ing their service.. 

7. Sustain commitment. Do not let 
this become a program that so many 
churches start, but because of a lack 
of commitment or sincerity it folds in 
just a few years. This should become 
a living part of your vision to allow 
your youth to understand that Jesus 
can and will use them their entire 
life. 
I am a seminary student at Indiana 

Wesleyan where we are currently learn-
ing how to build a multi-generational 
ministry. Our Professor, Dr. Bob Whi-
tesel, makes a great point in his book, 
A House Divided that “the main reason 
churches are declining in America is 
because most of them are staffed, pro-
grammed, and envisioned to reach just 
one generation.” There is a great need 
to look at every generation different 
than our own and determine if we have 
the vision needed to involve them all 
into our church community. But we 
must start with the kids. 

Have you looked closely how Jesus 
treated children he encountered in his 
ministry? He took a little child and had 
him stand among them. Taking him in 
his arms, he said to them, “Whoever 
welcomes one of these little children in 
my name welcomes me; and whoever 
welcomes me does not welcome me 
but the one who sent me.” Mark 9: 36, 
37 NIV. Jesus recognized that children 
are crucial in the plans of his kingdom. 
They are very impressionable, yet 
can be incredibly instrumental in the 
growth of our church. No matter what 
your role is in your church, you have 
the choice in what you are going to do 
with this information. Are you going to 
let it go as a nice article that made some 
good points, or are you going to take 
this to your pastor and leadership team 
to develop a strategy that develops chil-
dren and youth into the heart of your 
service? It’s your call.

Kyle Adamson is a member of Center 
UMC in Indianapolis and seminary student 
at Indiana Wesleyan University.

Bishop Coyner names Campaign Committee
The 2015 Session of the Indi-

ana Conference unanimously 
approved a proposal from the 
Camping Board, the Feasibil-
ity Study Task Force, and the 
Council on Finance and Ad-
ministration (CFA) to launch a 
$6 million campaign to build 
a new Discipleship Center at 
Epworth Forest, along with 
additional challenge goals of 
completing the Buck Lodge at 
Epworth Forest and the lakes 
project at Indi-Co-So. Bishop 
Coyner was asked to name 
a Campaign Committee to 
work along with Mission Ad-
vancement Professionals, the 
professional fundraising firm 
who conducted the feasibility 
study. The following persons 
have been named to serve on 
the Campaign Executive Com-
mittee and the group had their 
first meeting Thursday, June 

18, 2015:
• Roger Summers of Fort 

Wayne, Chair
• Jim Bushfield of Indianapo-

lis
• Vicki James of Fort Wayne
• Jim Coy of Evansville
• Frank Beard of Indianapolis
• Cindy Reynolds of India-

napolis
• Larry Whitehead of South 

Bend
• Jack Kelly of Mission Ad-

vancement Professionals
• Bishop Michael Coyner

“We have a strong team 
who will be leading this cam-
paign, and many others will be 
recruited to help with special 
efforts,” said Coyner.

He continued, “This is a 
‘special gifts’ campaign of vol-
untary donors, not local church 
goals or apportionments, so it 
will require many individuals 

giving large and small gifts to 
make this happen. But I am 
excited about our early re-
sults, and I know that this will 
enhance our ability to make 
disciples and to grow the next 
generation of leaders who will 
serve Christ and our United 
Methodist Church in Indiana.”

Other committees will be 
formed to work alongside 
this Executive Committee, in-
cluding: Family Gifts, Prayer 
Committee, Site Development 
Committee, Resource Map-
ping, Connection Activities, 
Institutional Giving and Com-
munications.

The entire effort will be 
resourced by the Camping 
Board, Camp Staff, Conference 
Center Staff, and the Founda-
tion will receive and acknowl-
edge gifts.

During the 2015 Annual 
Conference Session lead-
ers were encouraged to 
share the story of God in 
their lives with neighbors, 
friends and even strangers. 
As we continue to cel-
ebrate the fruit that comes 
from sharing our lives with 
each other and the world 
around us, a website with 
resources and tools has 

been launched to support 
churches and members to 
continue to tell the story. 
Members who signed 
cards at Annual Confer-
ence will be receiving com-
munication in the coming 
weeks to launch the next 
phase of this initative. For 
more information, please 
visit iwillsharethestory.org.
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Indiana

General Conference

Tyler Best
Pfrimmer’s  

Chapel UMC

Allison Curts
Wesley Chapel 

UMC, New Albany

Ed Fenstermacher
Covenant UMC, 

Fort Wayne

John Lomperis
New Song  

Fellowship UMC
Chicago

Amy Land
Huntington Trinity 

UMC

Leanna 
Zimmerman

Kokomo  
Grace UMC

Doris Clark
University UMC, 

Indianapolis

Jim Ottjes
Thorntown UMC

Beth Ann Cook
Ogilville & Rock-

ford UMCs

Frank Beard
Castleton UMC, 

Indianapolis

Kim Reisman
St. Andrew UMC, 
West Lafayette

Tony Alstott
Wesley Chapel 
UMC of Floyd 

County

Dave Neckers
Selma UMC
Fort Wayne

Lisa Schubert 
Nowling

College Avenue 
UMC, Muncie

Russ Abel
Saint Joseph UMC, 

Fort Wayne

Mitch Norwood
Kokomo St. Luke’s 

UMC

Jurisdictional Conference

Manet Shettle
Elwood First UMC

Douglas  
Worthington

St. Joseph UMC, 
Fort Wayne

William Amerson
Wesley Chapel, 

New Albany

Christopher  
Hancock

Kokomo St. 
Luke’s UMC

Nancy Low
Sandy Hook UMC, 

Columbus

Ian Hall
St. Paul UMC, 
Bloomington

Greg Tielking
Hanover UMC

Kate Singer
Trinity UMC, 

Elkhart  

Robert Land
Huntington  
Trinity UMC

Cindy Reynolds
Castleton UMC, 

Indianapolis

Jill Howard
Morgantown UMC

Mike Dominick
Dayton UMC

Greg Pimlott
Main Street UMC, 

Boonville

Mark  
Fenstermacher

First UMC,  
Bloomington

Daniel Cho
McDonough  

First UMC

Samuel Padgett
Tell City UMC

Jurisdictional Conference Alternates

Austin Yim
Valparaiso First 

UMC

Kenneth Einselen
McGrawsville 
UMC, Amboy

Carolyn Johnson
St. Andrew UMC, 
West Lafayette

Stephen Austin
McGrawsville 
UMC, Amboy

Darren Cushman 
Wood

North UMC, 
Indianapolis

Brian Williams
University UMC, 

Indianapolis

Indiana delegation to General and Jurisdictional Conferences
Members of the 2015 session of the Indiana Annual 

Conference elected the following conference leaders 
as delegates to attend the 2016 General and Jurisdic-

tional Conferences. Delegates are listed in the order 
of which they were elected, lay members then clergy 
members. The group met Sunday, July 14, to organize 
and they have elected the following members to their 

leadership team: Frank Beard, Chairperson; Doris 
Clark, Vice Chairperson; Allison Curts, Recorder; and 
Tony Alstott, Chaplain. To contact the delegation, 
please email the group at 2016delegation@inumc.org. 
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To learn more about the  
delegation and meeting dates, visit  
www.inumc.org/ 2016delegation.
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Guess these Churches contest
The Indiana Conference Commission on Archives and History has an-
nounced that the Rev. Melissa Zimmerman was the successful contestant 
in the “Guess these Churches” contest sponsored by the Commission at 
Annual Conference to promote awareness of historic United Methodist 
churches of Indiana. The churches which she correctly identified were 
Tyson Temple in Versailles, Ruter Chapel in Vevay, City Church in Gary, 
“Old Centrum” (Central Avenue) in Indianapolis, and First Wayne Street in 
Fort Wayne. Zimmerman received a $100 gift card to spend at Cokesbury.

Continue sharing the story: 

Romal Tune has a story to tell
Romal Tune, author of God’s 

Graffiti and ordained minister, 
is a sought-after communica-
tor, strategist and education 
consultant. He is a cultivator 
of hope and dignity, moving 
individuals from setbacks to 
success. Having overcome the 
setbacks of his upbringing and 
the destructive choices of his 
youth, he has a story to tell – a 
story of REDEMPTION. This 
inspiring evening of discovery 
is sponsored in collaboration 
with the Sankofa initiative and 
powered by Exceed.

Tune’s talk and workshop 
will walk participants through 
understanding the process 
of deconstructing and recon-
structing who hurting young 
people believe they can be-
come in the world. Tune will 
guide us through the process 
of strategically answering the 
questions: “Who are inner-city 
young adults meant to be in 
the world” and “How can the 

church help them get there?” 
This event will be held from 

4 to 9 p.m. (EDT) Wednesday, 
August 12, and is intentionally 
being offered to pastors and 
lay teams from Indiana United 
Methodist churches that have or 
are currently engaging urban, 
multi-cultural communities and 
churches participating in the 
Fruitful Congregation Journey; 
churches involved in the 100 
New Points of Light outreach 
effort; multi-site churches; and 
new-church plants. Please note 
that all Indiana Conference 
leadership, including the Cabi-
net, Associate District Superin-
tendents, Conference Directors, 
Associate Conference Directors, 

Church Development Commit-
tee, FCJ leadership, and Board 
of Laity and Ordained Ministry 
are welcome to attend.

At Exceed Indiana we take 
pride in our new conference 
Advance Special initiative to 
help fund and find leaders 
to fulfill our church planting 
vision. This gathering is one 
way to cultivate opportunities 
to discover new leaders who 
might be called to church plant-
ing. We graciously thank you in 
advance for your partnership 
and for believing and working 
with us towards our goal.

The Exceed Advance Spe-
cial Initiative is a ministry 
whose purpose is to generate 
new funding to establish new 
churches in Indiana. Exceed 
Indiana will raise $1.5 million 
to cover the launch of 30 new 
reproducing faith communities 
by 2020. New faith communi-
ties are the most effective way 
to reach unreached people.

Fager to serve as Lead District Assistant for 
North and Northwest Districts
INDIANAPOLIS – Upon the 
recent transition of Shirley 
Dominick from her role as 
the district assistant of the 
Northwest District for the past 
16 years into a new role with 
World Methodist Evangelism, 
the Rev. Christine Newman-
Jacobs, Superintendent of the 
Northwest District, and the 
Rev. Larry Whitehead, Super-
intendent of the North District, 
are pleased to announce that 
Jan Fager will serve as the new 
Lead District Assistant for both 
districts, which became effec-
tive June 1, 2015.

This new model of ministry 
support is the direct result of 
consultation between the su-

perintendents of each area, as 
well as collaboration with Dr. 
Cindy Reynolds to provide 
skill-based services to our dis-
tricts without the limitation of 
geography. As this new model 
comes to fruition, other sup-
port positions may be sought 
out in the coming weeks to as-
sist laity, clergy, congregations 
and superintendents of the 
North and Northwest districts.

Newman-Jacobs said, “as 
the Northwest District experi-
ences a time of transition with 
our District Center staff, it is 
a pleasure to be working with 
Jan. It’s always an adventure 
to do something new, and I 
know God will bless this new 

relationship. God is already 
blessing it!”

As the transition continues, 
please update your contact 
information for the North and 
Northwest Districts as follows:

District Resource Centers
PO Box 878
Plymouth, IN 46563-0878

North District 
• 219-575-6235
• 877-781-6712 (toll-free)
• north.district@inumc.org

Northwest District
• 765-807-5619 
• 877-781-6712 (toll-free)
• northwest.district@inumc.org

Foundation gets new look, 
plans for future
INDIANAPOLIS – The 
United Methodist Foun-
dation of Indiana, Inc., 
presented a new look and 
branding to the members 
of the 2015 Indiana Annual 
Conference.

The Foundation began 
working to revamp their 
marketing efforts in early 
2014 with the adoption of 
“fueling the future of min-
istry” as their new vision 
or motto in support of the 
organization’s mission of 
leading Hoosier United 
Methodist’s into responsible 
stewardship for the future. 

As a sister organization 
and partner of the Indiana 
Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, the Foun-
dation serves churches and 
members in the ministry 
of gift planning, invest-
ment services, endowments, 
grants and other financial 
wellness practices. Through-

out the past few years, the 
Foundation has provided 
leadership through the cre-
ation of the Indiana Confer-
ence in transitioning between 
the Indiana Area United 
Methodist Foundation, the 
North Indiana United Meth-
odist Church and the United 
Methodist Foundation of 
South Indiana. Through their 
work in the past years, the 
Foundation saw need to revi-
sion their logo to reflect their 
new identity that serves the 
entirety of Indiana.

The Foundation selected 
Miles Design as a creative 
partner to take the vision of 
the Board of Directors and 
turn it into reality. The new 
design presented at Annual 
Conference depicts a flame 
in three differing shades to 
represent the Foundation’s 
commitment to continue 
“fueling ministry for the 
future.”

Reece named as new Associate  
Director for Church Development
INDIANAPOLIS – Rev. Steve Clouse, director of 
Church Development, recently announced the 
selection of Emily Reece, who currently serves 
at the denomination’s Dis-
cipleship Ministries – Path 
1, as the new Associate 
Director of Church Devel-
opment to begin Septem-
ber 1, 2015.

Along with 13 years of 
ministry, Reece has served 
in lay ministry coordina-
tion for congregations in 
Illinois and Indiana, and 
worked in a variety of 
corporate and non-profit 
organizations.

In anticipation of joining the Church Devel-
opment staff, Reece stated, “I’m excited about 
the future of church development in Indiana 

and eager to work closely with this great team! 
Much of my faith journey has been shaped by 
growing up as a United Methodist, and I hope 
my work here will build upon that strong foun-
dation. I look forward to helping Indiana United 
Methodists reach the people of this state with 
the message of God’s amazing love and grace.”

Clouse added, “Emily brings a breadth of 
experience to our Conference and Development 
team. As a part of her role as Path 1 associate, 
Emily has spent the last several years studying 
and interacting with a wide variety of church 
planters, compiling research on the most current 
models and best practices in that field of minis-
try. I am confident that Emily’s abilities as a re-
searcher, writer, presenter and her deep love for 
the Church will be a great asset to our Confer-
ence. I am proud to welcome Emily to our team 
and introduce her to the Indiana Conference.”

Reece

Laity Day coming this fall, Oct. 17
The laity of the United 

Methodist Church will be join-
ing together to talk about what 
it means to be a fruitful leader 
at Laity Day, October 17,  with 
the Bishop (www.inumc.org/
laityday). All laity are welcome 
to attend, not just those who 
are designated as Lay Lead-
ers in our congregations. This 
event will feature speakers and 

workshops all geared toward 
fruitfulness, leadership and 
relationship. We hope you’ll 
join us for this event and invest 
some time in discovering what 
it means for your own leader-
ship development. This is a 
time to work together, to reflect 
and think through how we can 
have an impact on our congre-
gations and the world. 
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Bishop names new secretary
INDIANAPOLIS – Bishop 
Michael J. Coyner has an-
nounced that Mrs. Erma 
Metzler will assume the role 
of Secretary to the Bishop 
effective July 1, 2015.

She succeeds Ed Metzler, 
who was recently named the 
Administrator of Leadership 
Development – Ministerial 
Services. Erma has served as 
the Indiana Conference Com-
munications Assistant for 20 
years and brings a diverse set 
of skills to this new role.

“Erma has been an ex-
treme asset to our teams 
and departments during the 
transition of leadership in 
the area of communications 
this past year. She has also 
been a valued partner and I 
am thankful that she will be 
using her gifts to support our 
mission in new ways,” said 
Skyler Nimmons, communi-
cations director.

Bishop Coyner stated, “I 
am glad to have Erma Met-
zler serving as the new Secre-
tary to the Bishop (which in-
cludes supporting Dr. Cindy 
Reynolds, the Executive As-
sistant to the Bishop). Erma 
has worked in the Indiana 
Area office and now the Indi-
ana Conference office for 20 
years, so she brings a wealth 
of experience and knowledge 
of our pastors and churches 
to this position.”

Coyner continued, “the 
fact that she is married to 
Ed will of course make for a 
smooth transition, too. Wel-
come Erma!”

Erma and Ed are natives of 
Erie, Pa., and have lived in the 
Indianapolis area for 21 years. 
The couple has two grown 
children and three grand-
children. She enjoys reading, 
crafting and spending time 
with family and friends.

Washington appointed as a church planter in Indianapolis
INDIANAPOLIS – Bishop 
Michael J. Coyner and the Rev. 
David Neckers, former director 
of church develop-
ment of the Indiana 
Conference of The 
United Methodist 
Church are pleased 
to announce the ap-
pointment of the 
Rev. Sharon L. Wash-
ington as a church 
planter in the India-
napolis metropolitan 
area beginning July 
1, 2015.

The Church Develop-
ment team recently affirmed 
the need for a strategic and 
intentional focus on reach-
ing the African-American 
and multi-ethnic population 
in the Indianapolis area. The 
team’s affirmation of this vital 
effort also included a recom-
mendation that Washington’s 

expertise and diverse back-
ground would supply this 
new ministry endeavor with 

an equipped leader 
to build sustainable 
relationships within 
the Indianapolis 
community.

Neckers said, 
“Sharon has a driv-
ing passion to bring 
together people of 
differing ethnicities 
all for the sake of 
God’s Kingdom.” He 
continued, “Sharon 

is well suited to launch a new 
faith community as she has the 
necessary spiritual gifts, abili-
ties and experience.”

In her role as an associate 
director for Church Develop-
ment in the Indiana Confer-
ence, Washington has helped 
lead conference strategies for 
launching and sustaining new 

faith communities, as well as 
transforming existing congre-
gations. Together with her 
colleagues, she successfully 
launched the Fruitful Congre-
gation Journey (FCJ) process 
and has facilitated more than 
40 consultations in Indiana, 
Michigan and Missouri.

Prior to joining the Indiana 
Conference, she served as an 
associate pastor of Word Tab-
ernacle Church, a congrega-
tion committed to making an 
impact in the predominantly 
African-American community 
in Eastern North Carolina.

Steve Clouse, senior associ-
ate director of church develop-
ment, shared, “It has truly been 
an honor to serve alongside 
Sharon as a colleague and 
friend during her six years of 
ministry in the Indiana Confer-
ence.”

Washington’s first church 

planting experience was a 
multi-ethnic UMC start in 
Philadelphia as seminarian and 
pastoral intern. She has also 
partnered with American Bap-
tist Churches USA (ABC-USA) 
missionaries to lead the first 
Spanish speaking church start 
in Bluefields, Nicaragua. As a 
bilingual speaker with a strong 
background in new church 
development, she has been an 
asset to transformational min-
istry in the Indiana Conference.

“I know that I speak on 
behalf of our Church Develop-
ment team when I say that we 
will miss her visionary gifts, 
passion for ministry and spirit-
led leadership. I have great 
confidence that Sharon will 
make a deep impact on the lo-
cal mission field she is called to 
as a church planter. Our hopes 
and prayers go with her as she 
makes this transition to a new 

chapter in her fruitful minis-
try,” Clouse stated.

“Sharon has an unrelenting 
drive to make a difference for 
Jesus, she will bring to Indiana 
an innovative model to plant 
new faith communities, from 
which she will discover, devel-
op and deploy fruitful leaders 
to multiply faith communities 
across Indiana. She will make 
us all proud,” said Neckers.

Washington, a native of 
Wilmington, Delaware, holds a 
Bachelor of Science from Duke 
University, Durham, N.C. 
and a Master of Divinity from 
Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary King of Prussia, Pa. 
She is a volunteer coach for the 
General Board of Global Min-
istries, serves as the board sec-
retary for the United Methodist 
Foundation and has interests 
in creative arts, fitness, travel/
tourism, as well as mentoring.

Washington

Indiana Festival of Young Preachers
INDIANAPOLIS – The Indiana 
Conference hosted fourteen 
young preachers for the Third 
Annual Indiana United Meth-
odist Conference Festival of 
Young Preachers Thursday 
morning, May 28. Participants 
of the festival ranged from the 
ages of 13-28 with aspirations 
to become preachers of the 
Word. 

This year’s theme coin-
cided with the overall theme 
of Indiana Annual Conference 
– “Share Your Story.” Each 
young preacher chose a pas-
sage from a selection offered 
by the Academy of Preachers 
(AoP). The AoP developed the 
Festival of Young Preachers to 
encourage and aspire young 

people to explore their callings 
as Gospel preachers. Each year, 
AoP develops a new theme 
and a list of passages so young 
preachers can continue to ex-
plore their call to preaching at 
AoP events across the nation.

After a morning filled with 
young preachers sharing the 
stories placed on their hearts, 
individuals gathered for the 
Eat, Preach & Praise Luncheon 
to celebrate the emerging 
young preachers within the In-
diana Conference. While enjoy-
ing a meal, the attendees heard 
sermons from young preachers 
Hannah Wehymeyer, Conner 
Guerzini and Jenn Meadows. 

Second-time attendee Ju-
lia Pricket attends the Young 

Preachers Festival 
because it “has 
helped me to grow 
as a public speaker, 
as well as grow in 
confidence in speak-
ing the Word of 
God.” Pricket will 
be attending Duke 
Divinity in the fall. 

Jenn Meadows 
has participated in 
the Indiana Con-
ference of Young 
Preachers Festival 
for the past  three 
years. Meadows 
credits her participa-
tion in the festival in helping 
develop and grow into her 
preaching style. “I am very 

thankful that the Indiana Con-
ference support this event. It is 
very encouraging and inspir-

ing to witness my 
peers preaching for 
the first time and 
continuing to grow 
with each festival.” 

On July 16-17, 
there will be a 
national Young 
Preachers Festival 
for young adult 
United Methodists 
at the Church of the 
Resurrection. Any 
young adult inter-
ested in attending 

should visit youngpreachingfes-
tival.org.

Francis Asbury Award presented
INDIANAPOLIS – The 
Leadership Development 
Team presented the 2015 
General Board of Higher 
Education’s Francis Asbury 
Award to the Rev. Dr. Jer-
emiah Gibbs. This award 
recognizes and encourages 
the support of higher educa-
tion and campus ministries 
within The United Method-
ist Church. The award offers 
recognition to individuals 
who have made a significant 
contribution to fostering the 
church’s ministries in higher 
education at the local, dis-
trict, or annual conference 
level of the church.

Gibbs serves as the Co-
Chaplain & Director of the 
Lantz Center for Christian Vo-
cations & Formation at United 
Methodist related school, Uni-
versity of Indianapolis. In his 
role as Director of the Lantz 
Center for Christian Vocations 
& Formations, Gibbs has been 
instrumental with investing 

in next generation leaders for 
many years. 

College students in his 
courses are discerning a call to 
vocational or faithful lay min-
istry, and many are deployed 
into local United Methodist 
congregations, serving in vari-
ous capacities. 

Additionally, Dr. Gibbs 
ensures these students become 

mentors and small group 
leaders for the Indiana Con-
ference’s annual Bishop’s 
Student Leadership Academy. 
These college students are able 
to model for high-schoolers 
who attend the Student Lead-
ership Academy, the possibili-
ties of being devoted to a call 
to ministry at a young age, 
but more importantly show-
ing how God is indeed calling 
young people to ministry. 

The ways in which Gibbs’ 
passion to encourage students 
to recognize their God-given 
gifts and avail those gifts in 
helping to resolve the world’s 

greatest needs supports the 
legacy of Francis Asbury. Lead-
ership Development believes 
the work that Dr. Gibbs pro-
vides at the University of Indi-
anapolis will yield the United 
Methodist Church with greater 
leaders, young and diverse, 
that will accomplish the mis-
sion of making disciples and 
transforming the world.

Tyler Best offers words of welcome and encouragement to 
the group of young preachers.

Gibbs
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Clergy approved the ordination of  
one Deacon, 12 Elders with 38 retiring

The numbers continue to grow, both 
in the number of people coming into or-
dained ministry, as well as those retir-
ing from active ministry in the Indiana 
Conference. During the 2015 conference 
session, 13 provisional ministers were 
ordained (1 Deacon, 12 Elders), 15 were 
commissioned as provisional clergy 
members of the conference (4 as Dea-
cons, 11 as Elders) and 38 clergy were 
retired from active ministry. Indiana 
is the fourth largest conference in The 
United Methodist Church with more 
than 1,000 appointed clergy.

Bishop Mike Coyner called the 
Clergy Executive Session to order 
Thursday afternoon, May 28. The Rev. 
Steve Ailes chairs the Conference Board 
of Ordained Ministries, which oversees 

clergy credentialing activities in the life 
of the Indiana Conference. Clergy rec-
ognized the Rev. Samuel Padgett for his 
work as the board’s staff person who 
tracks the progress of each ministerial 
candidate through the ordination pro-
cess. 

Those approved for ordination in-
cluded: Deacon – Lowell Gregg Black; 
Elders – Benjamin William Cassiday, 
Sarah Marie Knapp Ellis, Charles Ray 
Fenwick, Heather Alaine Foley, Col-
leen Harden, John Edgar Huff, Amber 
Karkosky-Litten, Christopher William 
Lantz, Christopher Dale Neikirk, Chris-
topher Reed Renick, James Edward 
Roach and Christopher Michael Ste-
phens.

Those approved to be commissioned 

included: Provisional Deacons – Jill 
Marie Buckler, Angela Kay Kidd, Amy 
Marie Kiray, Benjamin M. Lovell; and 
Provisional Elders – Curtis Aaron 
Banker, Ronald Owen Branson, Duane 
C. Carlisle, Jr., Lisa Anne Cottingham, 
Jeffrey Baron Herron, Samuel William 
Needham, Jacob McGrath Ohlemiller, 
Amy Marie Pritchard, Angel S. Rea, 
Joseph Randall Seger, Ann Christine 
Thomas. 

Next year, 37 new candidates will 
begin the ordination process. 

Those approved to be retired this 
session included: Amy K. Artis, William 
C. Babb III, Randell Fred Boys, Deborah 
Kay Cronin, Douglas Henry Davies, 
Jack A. Diel, Stephen Edward Ellis, 
Everett Dean Fager, Justin Kent Fisher, 
Edward J. Gilmore, Charles Maurice 
Grindle, Clive James B. Hamlyn, Con-
nie Mac Hamon, Fred Earl Haywood, 
Janice Sue Heseman, David G. Inskeep, 
Stephen Wendell Johnson, Rex Edward 
Jones, Nikki M. Marker, Terry L. Mark-
er, Lance G. Marshall, Linda Schiphorst 
McCoy, Gregory McGarvey, David A. 
Michel, Jacqueline C. Munson, John S. 
Myrland, Richard L. Pettys, Donald E. 
Reed, Honna T. Schloss, Nelson Edward 
(Ned) Steele, Warren R. Stewart, Mi-
chael E. Tarner, Charles David Ternet, 
Thomas Thews, Paul Wayne Trevathan, 
Craig Reid Walker, Aaron E. Wheaton, 
Raymond Wilkins. Doreen Grayless is 
also retired but as a Deaconess, which 
is a lay order in the life of the church. 
Retirees were honored during the 10 

a.m. Saturday plenary session. 
Local Pastors Course of Study gradu-

ates this year included the following: 
Scott Aselage, Patricia S. Bymaster, 
Edward H. Cottrell, Jr., D LaJo Dunbar, 
Marlene Ellis, Sharon Engert, Cindy 
L. Gackenheimer, Michael V. Irvine, 
Regina Kirkland, Carolyn J. Mikesell, 
Jon Leon Myers and Linda Sproull. 
Currently, 328 local pastors serve under 
appointment in the Indiana Conference. 

In other business during the session, 
Saneto Maiko of Kenya was recognized 
in an Affiliate Relationship with the 
conference. Clergy also welcomed the 
Rev. Rick Koch from the Upper New 
York Conference and learned that the 
Rev. LeKisha Reed was transferred 
to the California-Nevada Conference. 
Reed was a former member of the Indi-
ana Conference staff. 

The Board of Ordained Ministry also 
reported that the conference Ministerial 
Education Fund, that provides support 
to seminary students, ran out of money 
this year. This year MEF spent $263,000 
in grants to seminarians. Due to the 
shortfall, the board will be working on 
a plan to remedy this problem. MEF 
receives funds through the conference 
tithe and other special contributions. 
Full-time seminaries receive up to 
$5,000 in MEF grants for their educa-
tion. 

During the closing worship, clergy 
members of the conference prayed over 
the stoles that will be presented to those 
being ordained Thursday evening.

Annual Conference

Not pictured
Amy K. Artis, William C. Babb III, Deborah Kay Cronin, Douglas Henry Davies, Justin Kent 
Fisher, Edward J. Gilmore, Doreen Grayless, Connie Mac Hamon, David G. Inskeep, Stephen 
Wendell Johnson, Nikki M. Marker, Terry L. Marker, Lance G. Marshall, Gregory McGarvey, 
David A. Michel, Jacqueline C. Munson, Nancy Myrland, Richard L. Pettys, Nelson Edward 
Steele, Warren R. Stewart, Charles David Ternet, Thomas Thews, Paul Wayne Trevathan, 
Mathew Blane Whitacre, Jennifer Whitacre

Retirees

Front row (left to right): Patricia Boys, Randell Fred Boys, Jack A. Diel, Elma Jean Ellis, Ste-
phen Edward Ellis, Everett Dean Fager, Charles Maurice Grindle, Janice Grindle
Back row: Daryl Hamlyn, Clive James B. Hamlyn

Left to right: John S. Myrland, Fred Earl Haywood, Peggy Haywood, Patricia Hertel, James 
Wesley Hertel, Jr., Janice Sue Heseman, Rex Edward Jones, LuAnne Jones, Michael McCoy, 
Linda Schiphorst McCoy

Left to right: Donald E. Reed, Honna T. Schloss, Ray Schloss, Jean Tarner, Michael E. Tarner, 
Marilyn Walker, Craig Reid Walker, Cynthia Wheaton, Aaron E. Wheaton, Patricia Wilkins, 
Raymond Wilkins

Those commissioned include: Front row (Left to right):, Amy Marie Pritchard, Jeffrey Barton 
Herron, Amy Marie Kiray, Angel S. Rea, Angela Kay Kidd, Jill Marie Buckler, Lisa Anne Cot-
tingham, Ann Christine Thomas
Back row (Left to right):, Joseph Randall Seger, Benjamin M. Lovell, Curtis Aaron Banker, 
Samuel William Needham, Jacob McGrath Ohlemiller, Ronald Owen Branson, Duane C. 
Carlisle, Jr.

Those ordained include: Front row (Left to right):, Colleen Harden, Benjamin William Cas-
siday, Heather Alaine Foley, Amber Karkosky-Litten, Sarah Marie Knapp Ellis, Christopher 
William Lantz, Lowell Gregg Black
Back row (Left to right):, Charles Ray Fenwick, Christopher Reed Renick, Christopher Dale 
Neikirk, John Edgar Huff, Christopher Michael Stephens, James Edward Roach

Commissioned and Ordained
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Global & Mission News

Bishop’s Christmas Offering grants awarded
INDIANAPOLIS – The annual Bishop’s Christmas 
Offering is focused on helping children throughout 
Indiana and the world to know Christ’s unconditional 
love through various mission and ministries projects 
geared to spiritual development and engagement, as 
well as support through after school programs for 
learning and advancement.

The 2014 offering was a great success, as funds 
raised were more than $20,000 higher than the previ-
ous year with a total of $148,488. At the beginning 
of 2015, the Conference Mission Team met to review 
grant applications from ministries around the world 
with a focus on the well-being of children and the fol-
lowing groups were selected to receive the proceeds 
from our 2014 offering:

Organization/Group – Project Name
• Servant’s Heart Community, Elkhart – Creative 

Arts Camp
• Grass Creek UMC, Kwanna – Grass Creek Mission 

Building
• Lighthouse Ministry, Ligonier – Lighthouse Schol-

arships
• Bethel UMC, Wayne IN – Awana Clubs
• Mt. Olive Branch UMC, Marion – Mt. Olive Branch 

Out
• Point Isabel UMC, Fairmount – Project Resurrec-

tion 
• Kentland Trinity Children’s Center – Children’s 

Center Preschool and After-School Program
• Wesley UMC, Union City – The Steps Ministry
• Almighty Blessings Christian Preschool, Knight-

stown – Preschool Educational Supplies
• St. Luke’s UMC, Indianapolis – Back to School Ex-

travaganza
• Angel’s Wings, Inc., In-

dianapolis – School supplies 
and clothing for students 
throughout year

• Castleton UMC, Indianapolis 
– SHARE-LT

• Fletcher Place Community 
Center, Inc., Indianapolis – 
Supplies for children and 
families

• Brightwood Commu-
nity Center, Indianapolis – 
SPARKS Summer Program

• Wesley UMC, Indianapolis – 
Wesley Academic Readiness 
Ministry

• Hamilton County Kids Coats, 
Carmel – Hamilton County 
Kids Coats

• Plainfield UMC – TNT – 
Tuesdays ‘n’ Thursdays

• Brando’s House, Albany – Brandon House Coun-
seling Center

• Edinburgh UMC – Edinburgh UMC Youth Group
• Columbus First UMC – Love a Child Scholarships
• Nashville UMC, Nashville, Ind. – Nashville UMC 

Parent’s Day Out Ministry
• Newburgh UMC – Newburgh Preschool
• Newburgh UMC – Bless the Schools Ministry
• Indiana United Methodist Women – Mission U 

Scholarships for children 4-12 and youth 13-17
• Cunningham Children’s Home, Urbana, Ill. – Cun-

ningham Clinton Indiana Church and Community 
Center

• Operation Classroom – Operation Classroom, Si-
erra Leone

• Sierra Leone Health and Educational Partners  
• Fairfield Outreach and Sponsors Association – Fair-

field Children’s Home, Mutare, Zimbabwe
• ILULA Orphan Program, Illula, Tazania

To learn more about any of these programs, please 
feel free to contact Allison Curts, Assoc. Director Mis-
sion and Advocacy at allison.curts@inumc.org.

Africa University Campaign progresses 
INDIANAPOLIS – The Africa 
University Campaign contin-
ues to push forward in Indiana 
as the conference maintains 
its commitment to providing 
an endowed chairperson for 
the Faculty of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources, as well 
as scholarships for students 
at United Methodist related 
Africa University in Mutare, 
Zimbabwe. Each local church 
in the conference has been 
invited to make a pledge to the 
campaign to be completed by 
December 2016.

The Campaign Commit-
tee and the United Methodist 
Foundation of Indiana, Inc., 
are pleased to report that as of 
Friday, June 19, 389 churches 
have committed to support the 
campaign totaling $1,208,241 
pledged of the conference’s 
$1.6 million goal. The Africa 

University Development Office 
located in Nashville, Tenn., will 
manage and invest all funds 
raised due to the financial in-
stability of Zimbabwe.

Churches, groups or indi-
viduals interested in making 
a commitment to the Indiana 

Africa University Campaign 
should contact their district 
office for more information or 
visit the conference website at 
www.inumc.org/ac for pledge 
cards. Donations to the cam-
paign may be made online at 
the same web address.

In an effort to help churches 
understand and interpret The 
United Methodist Church’s 
ministry at Africa University, 
the Indiana AU Campaign 
have speakers available to 
come to local churches and of-
fer presentations about Africa 
University and the campaign. 
To schedule a speaker, contact 
Ruth Ellen Stone at ruthellen1@
juno.com or by phone at 317-
839-8831.

To hear the stories of stu-
dents currently at Africa 
University, please visit https://
vimeo.com/inumc/lifeatau.

UMCOR celebrating 75 years 
United Methodists and friends are encouraged to mark the 

75th anniversary of the United Methodist Committee on Re-
lief (UMCOR) with an UMCOR 
Relief-Kit Assembly Fair. 

Be a part of UMCOR’s ongoing 
legacy of offering hope and relief 
to millions of people around the 
world during times of crisis. An 
UMCOR Relief-Kit Assembly Fair 
will engage your entire commu-
nity – young children, women, 
men and older adults – in the 
spirit of giving and volunteerism 
for this vital relief-kit ministry. 

For more information, please 
visit umcor.org/umcor/umcor75.

Hoosier United Methodists to Host Sierra Leone Partners Conference 
Indiana will host the 2015 

Sierra Leone Partners Confer-
ence, August 20-21, 2015 where 
United Methodists from across 
the United States who are en-
gaged in partnership ministry 
in Sierra Leone, West Africa, 
will gather at Plainfield United 
Methodist Church, on the west 
side of Indianapolis, 600 Sim-
mons Street, Plainfield, Ind.

Conference attendees will:
• Consider the economic and 

societal impacts of Ebola 
and the Sierra Leone An-
nual Conference’s proposed 
response, including needed 
participation from US part-
ners;

• Develop coordinated mis-
sion partner responses to 
current/future ministry op-
portunities;

• Define the roles of UMC 

General Agencies (especially 
GBGM, UMCOR, GBHEM 
and UMW), Sierra Leone 
Annual Conference and its 
agencies, and other part-
ners; 

• Consider developing a co-
operative network among 
United States Partners, to:
1. Expected standards of ac-

countability and transpar-
ency in management and 
finances.

2. Host and partner expecta-
tions for mission teams, 
procedures for coordi-
nation and methods for 
accountability.

3. Avail resources for effec-
tive personnel manage-
ment.

Bishop John Yambasu, 
Resident Bishop of the Sierra 
Leone Annual Conference of 

the United Methodist Church 
invites all those engaged in 
partnership ministry in Sierra 
Leone from across the U.S to 
come together to consider ways 
to collaborate, coordinate and 
cooperate in dealing with the 
impacts of Ebola, and further-
ing the work of The United 
Methodist Church in Sierra 
Leone. 

The Partners Conference 
will begin at noon Thursday, 
Aug. 20, with on-site check-in 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. and 
concludes with Celebration 
Dinner and Worship led by 

Bishop Michael Coyner Friday 
evening, August 21. Bishop 
Yambasu will lead worship 
Thursday evening. 

Cost of the Conference is $95 
per person, (which includes 
lunch and dinner, both Thurs-
day and Friday.) 

To register, go to www.
inumc.org/sierraleonepartnerscon-
ferenceregistration.

For those needing lodging, 
StayBridge Suites Indy Airport, 
and Holiday Inn Express Indy 
Airport, have rooms set aside 
for conference attendees, but 
reservations are up to the at-

tendee. 
Shuttle Bus service will be 

provided to/from the church/
hotels. 

Shuttle service to/from the 
airport/hotels is provided by 
the hotels. 

From more information, 
contact: 

Bob and Sandy Coolman, 
General Coordinators, Sierra 
Leone Partners Conference
• robert.coolman@inumc.org 

219-405-5821
• sandy.coolman@inumc.org 

219-405-4952
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Outcalt

Moman

Storytellers
Before my last visit to 

New York I arranged to 
meet with several publish-
ers. I enjoy these visits im-
mensely as I am always 
transported into a world 
of books – piles of them, in 
fact. All publishers – from 
the startups fashioned of re-
cycled cubicles to 
the granite-floored 
palaces of pub-
lishing giants like 
Random House 
– have one thing 
in common: they 
all display books 
from floor to ceil-
ing and harbor 
great piles of in-
ventory ready for 
transport through-
out the world.

Sitting in these offices 
and talking to the editors 
and agents of the publishing 
world is a thrilling adven-
ture, but I am also mindful 
that as the writer of Eccle-
siastes once observed: Of 
the making of many books, 
there is no end (Ecclesiastes 
12:12). In fact, there are cur-
rently more than 10 million 
book titles in print – and 
this in the U.S. alone. And 
every year, there is some-
thing like 100,000 new titles 
introduced into the market 
– including self-published 
or privately printed. Add 
digital originals (think 
Kindle) and other types of 
print – including magazines 
and newspapers – and one 
is quickly overtaken by the 
sheer volume of the words 
we produce. Words over-
whelm us. No wonder the 
writer of Ecclesiastes also 
added: “and much study 
wearies the body.”

Still, I like books. In 
fact, I lean heavily toward 
the words of Erasmus: 
“Whenever I get money I 
buy books; and if there is 
anything left, I buy food.” A 
book addiction? Perhaps. Or 
these books may represent a 

fascination with our human 
dramas – the desire to tell a 
story. The truth is stories are 
the most powerful dramas 
of all and each of us has a 
story to tell.

The Preacher of Ecclesi-
astes may have had it right 
– that books are just another 

striving after 
wind, a meaning-
less pursuit, and 
a vanity among 
vanities. How-
ever, as we were 
reminded at an-
nual conference 
this year – we all 
have a story to 
tell. God’s story 
is “word” and 
each of us can tell 

our story to someone. We 
don’t have to be experts, but 
we can all speak to God’s 
grace, God’s goodness, and 
God’s blessings. How God 
in Christ has worked in us 
and through us is indeed, 
gospel (which means “the 
good word”). What makes 
us human is our ability to 
speak to each other; our abil-
ity to listen. Human beings 
created in the image of God 
are storytellers and through 
word and story, we learn 
how to love in both word 
and deed. 

So, at the risk of produc-
ing even more words … 
what’s your story? When 
are you going to share the 
gospel this week? What’s 
the good word you have for 
another person who needs 
God’s hope, God’s healing 
or God’s blessings? 

Todd Outcalt is the author 
of more than thirty books in-
cluding his most recent titles, 
Common Ground and The 
Other Jesus. He also writes 
for many magazines including 
Preaching, YouthWorker 
and Midwest Outdoors. He 
enjoys hiking, kayaking, help-
ing others with their writing 
projects, and sharing the gospel 
over donuts and coffee.

Lessons I have learned
By Mary ann MoMan

The Rejuvenate Committee 
and Foundation staff are asked 
each year when we write our 
report for the Lilly Endow-
ment, Inc. – What have you 
learned from your work? 

Because we value being a 
community of learners, we 
are always reflecting on our 
work and the implications for 
change and growth. 
From the beginning 
of Rejuvenate, we 
have learned that 
education is critical 
to changing behav-
ior. As new skills are 
learned, new behav-
iors can be tested 
and healthy choices 
celebrated. One of 
the observations I 
have made over the 
last three years is that as better 
financial decisions are made 
by individuals, families and 
churches, healthier decisions 
are being made in other areas 
as well.

I have learned so much as I 
work with clergy and congre-
gations. Let me share some of 
the lessons I am learning:
• Contrary to popular opin-

ion, one size doesn’t fit all. 
We’ve all seen clothing that 
is made for all sizes of peo-
ple. Everyone may be able 
to wear it, but that doesn’t 

mean it is attractive on ev-
eryone. It is good to “try on” 
different ideas and test its 
benefit. Sometimes a small 
change in process or action 
can make it fit better.

• Take a stand for what you 
believe, but don’t expect 
everyone to agree with you. 
It is good to cultivate a com-
munity that can tolerate and 
celebrate disagreement and 

ambiguity. It is good 
to hear, “Let’s try 
this.” Make space for 
a new idea. Expect 
push back. It is a 
sign of engagement. 
You will need to be 
prepared for people 
to leave.
• Magnets are 
usually better at 
bringing people and 
ideas together than 

bulldozers. The magnetism 
of the vision will attract 
followers. Trying to force 
someone to change only 
builds more resistance. Fo-
cus on the common vision.

• We are an action-oriented 
culture and yet, often it is 
more important to just be 
present than to jump into 
action. Sit with the problem 
for a while. Listen to oth-
ers’ opinions and concerns. 
I think it was Ed Friedman 
who said, “Don’t just do 

something, stand there.” 
Stopping long enough to 
step back and assess the 
situation may calm anxiety 
and make room for the an-
swers to emerge.

• Know-it-alls don’t always 
know it all. They often stop 
good conversation with their 
claims to authority. Encour-
age healthy uncertainty, 
while always striving to 
learn. There is usually more 
than one right answer.

• Growth can be hard work. 
Have some fun. Learn to 
laugh at yourself and with 
others.

• Be ready to let go and make 
room for God’s grace to 
work in your life and in the 
life of your congregation 
and community.
Rejuvenate is coming to the 

end of the grant period. By 
December 31, 2015, we will 
have distributed all of the grant 
money. Almost all of the funds 
for educational debt reduc-
tion have been allocated. The 
Retirement Incentive grants 
will be completed in early fall 

with the exception of grants 
to newly commissioned 
clergy. The cabinet has some 
emergency and Called Anew 
funds available. For more in-
formation about grant avail-
ability, contact me (mmoman@
umfindiana.org). There will 

be an Extravagant Generosity 
Workshop October 2 -3 in the 
Indianapolis area.

Maybe the most important 
thing that I learned in this 
work is the importance of 

knowing who you are. Who 
you are will determine how 
you respond to the myriad of 
issues and problems that come 
your way in your home, church 
and community. It takes cour-
age to live in a manner that is 
consistent with your values. 
My prayer is that we will con-
tinue to support one another 
with our prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and witness. May 
it be so.

Ordinary Time: Love Wins
By JaMes Howell

Friday’s Supreme Court 
decision was cheered by many, 
and rainbow flags flew ev-
erywhere. Others 
were grieved - and 
that was just out 
there in the culture. 
Within the church, 
we sensed a similar 
variance of emotion 
over the decision.

The Supreme 
Court establishes 
the law of the land 
– but has no say 
in what a church 
will or won’t do. People have 
always gotten married without 
the church, but we are special 
stewards of the covenant of 
marriage; couples with thin or 
no belief at all are fond of mar-
rying in chapels and sanctuar-
ies.

We are interested in the 
legalities of marriage. But our 
business is sacramental in 
nature. We think not of legal 
bonds but divine blessing; we 
dream of couples who are seri-
ous about God, in their lives 
and relationship; we do what 
we do best when couples who 
sense they are being called by 
God into a lifetime of the voca-
tion that is holy marriage.

There has been and will 

be disagreement within the 
church on whom to marry, and 
whom not to marry. Friday’s 
decision might have shifted 
that conversation a smidgeon 

but didn’t resolve 
anything. So what is a 
church to do?

“Love wins” was 
the victory cry among 
the “winners” on Fri-
day. But in my sermon 
on Sunday, I said that 
in the church, within 
the Body of Christ, we 
don’t have and don’t 
want winners and 
losers. When there are 

“sides,” God is saddened.
So how will we be the church 

at this turning point in history? 
My dream is that we will love, 
that love really will win. What 
I mean is that we will recognize 
that we disagree, and we will 
love, and listen, stretch and 
learn, and strive to be holy to-
gether. We can show the world 
that love and reconciliation are 
real. You don’t have to get mad 
and pack your bags and exit if 
things don’t go your way.

Mind you, the utter, non-ne-
gotiable bedrock of the church 
isn’t the wedding policy. It’s 
our belief in God, our trust in 
Jesus Christ, our vision of serv-
ing God in the real world with 
passion and immense love. 

United Methodism’s 1996 Gen-
eral Conference’s motto was: 
“In essentials, unity; in non-
essentials, liberty; in all things, 
charity.” We may not even 
agree 100% on what is a non-
essential. But “in all things, 
charity” bears no exceptions.

God’s people have always 
had disagreement on various 
issues. Knowing how to love 
through disagreement is a car-
dinal rule of Methodism. John 
Wesley wrote, “Though we 
cannot think alike, may we not 
love alike? May we not be of 
one heart, though we are not of 
one opinion? Without a doubt, 
we may!”

And we can. And we will. 
We will stick together. We will 
listen, learn, strive to under-
stand, and never flaunt a vic-
tory or sob in defeat, especially 
if the victory or defeat happens 
outside the church in a court 
of law. We will respect the 
prayerful consciences of others. 
We will do the one thing we 
are sure Jesus asks of us, and 
enables us to do. We will love.

James Howell is Senior Pastor 
of Myers Park United Method-
ist Church in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, and Adjunct Professor 
of Preaching at Duke Divinity 
School. The author of fifteen books, 
he is a columnist and blogger who 
has preached all around the world.
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Chronicles

Bishop Michael J. Coyner has announced the following 
changes within the Indiana Conference. These appointments are 
based on Cabinet reports received by e-HUM by June 29, 2015. 
•	 Antal,	Michael	J.,	from	Plato,	Northeast	District	to	
Plato/South	Milford,	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Armantrout,	Edward,	from	Dunkirk	Bethel/Redkey	
Sugar	Grove,	East	District	to	Middleton	Honey	Creek,	
East	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Artis,	Amy	Kathleen,	from	Veedersburg/Hillsboro,	
West	District	to	Retirement,	7/1/2015

•	 Baker,	Sharon	Lea,	from	Gary	Marquette	Park,	North	
District	to	Moultonborough,	New	England	Confer-
ence,	7/1/2015

•	 Bales-Case,	Rachel	Diane,	from	Indian	Village/Kim-
mell,	Northeast	District	to	Indian	Village,	Northeast	
District,	7/1/2015

•	 Barber,	Douglas	H.,	from	Ossian,	Northeast	District	to	
Richvalley,	Northwest	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Barber,	Janice	Rae,	from	Keystone,	Northeast	District	
to	No	Appointment,	6/1/2015

•	 Barr,	Danile	Marcus,	from	Evansville	St.	Paul’s,	South-
west	District	to	Newburgh	Epworth,	Southwest	Dis-
trict,	7/1/2015

•	 Bassabarger,	Kara	Ann,	from	Connersville	Grace/
Grand	Avenue,	East	District	to	Grand	Avenue,	East	
District,	6/1/2015

•	 Bennett,	Nancy,	from	Elkhart	Trinity,	North	District	to	
Servant’s	Heart	Community,	North	District,	6/1/2015

•	 Boggs,	Tamara,	from	Pretty	Lake	Trinity/Tyner,	North	
District	to	Pretty	Lake	Trinity,	North	District,	4/1/2015

•	 Browning,	George,	New	Appointment	to	Leesville,	
South	District,	5/15/2015

•	 Buckler,	Jill	Marie,	New	Appointment	to	Spier-Parks	
Consulting/Fishers,	North	Central	District,	5/28/2015

•	 Burton-Krieger,	Eric,	from	West	Michigan	Conference	
to	St.	Luke’s	Indianapolis,	Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Carlisle,	Duane,	New	Appointment	to	Kokomo	Main	
Street,	North	Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Carroll,	Jeanette,	from	Burns	City,	Southwest	District	
to	No	Appointment,	7/1/2015

•	 Chamness,	Chad,	from	Kent/Deputy/Pisgah,	South-
east	District	to	Mexico	New	Life,	Northwest	District,	
7/1/2015

•	 Chandler,	Jacqueline	Jean	Noll,	from	Extension	Min-
istry:	IU	Health-Buchanan	Counseling	to	Castleton/
Extension	Ministry:	At	the	Well	Counseling	Services,	
Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Conger,	Steven	M.,	from	Munster	Ridge,	North	Dis-
trict	to	Extension	Ministry:	Tradewinds	Services,	Inc.,	
7/1/2015

•	 Cottingham,	Lisa,	New	Appointment	to	Columbus	
First,	Southeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Crouse,	Mary	Therese,	from	Milroy,	Southeast	District	
to	Gary	Marquette	Park,	North	District,	7/1/2015

•	 DeKoninck,	Kevin	G.,	from	New	Haven,	Northeast	Dis-
trict	to	Topeka/Richville,	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Dillon,	Michael	Dean,	from	Columbia	City	St.	Mat-
thews,	Northeast	District	to	Columbia	City	St.	Mat-
thews/Kimmell,	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Dockery,	John	David,	from	Joyce	Chapel,	North	Cen-
tral	District	to	No	Appointment,	7/1/2015

•	 Drake,	Sherrie	Louise,	from	Farmland/Parker	City,	East	
District	to	Muncie	High	Street,	East	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Duckworth,	Jack	R.,	New	Appointment	to	West	Mid-
dleton,	North	Central	District,	5/15/2015

•	 Eley,	John	Steven,	from	Leave	of	Absence	to	Involun-
tary	Leave	of	Absence,	7/1/2015

•	 Ellcessor,	Mark	A.,	from	The	Compass,	East	District	to	
The	Compass/Winchester	First,	East	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Ellis,	Stephen	Edward,	from	Retirement,	South	Dis-
trict	to	Curry’s	Chapel	(Serving	in	Retirement),	Cen-
tral	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Emerson,	Philip	R.,	from	Retirement	to	New	Haven	
(Serving	in	Retirement),	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Flora,	Gary,	from	Lewis,	West	District	to	No	Appoint-
ment,	4/30/2015

•	 Foley,	Heather	Alaine,	from	Winchester	First,	East	
District	to	Argos,	North	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Ford,	Gary,	from	Meese	Chapel,	Northeast	District	to	
Flint,	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Franz,	Brent,	from	Leipsic,	South	District	to	DePauw	
Memorial,	South	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Gerber,	Tamra,	from	Richville/Topeka,	Northeast	
District	to	Pleasant	Lake	Mt.	Zion/Barker’s	Chapel,	
Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Gilbert,	Daryl	A.,	from	Muncie	High	Street,	East	Dis-

trict	to	Anderson	St.	Matthew/Fifth	St.,	North	Central	
District,	7/1/2015

•	 Glidden,	Timothy,	from	Middletown	Honey	Creek,	
East	District	to	Gaston,	East	District,	6/1/2015

•	 Gould,	Mandie	Elizabeth,	from	Fifth	St.,	North	Cen-
tral	District	to	No	Appointment,	7/1/2015

•	 Grayless,	Doreen,	from	Leave	of	Absence	to	Retire-
ment,	1/1/2016

•	 Greene,	Adrienne,	New	Appointment	to	Carlisle	First,	
West	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Greene,	Carl,	from	No	Appointment	to	Discontinued,	
5/16/2015

•	 Harden,	Colleen	Ann,	from	West	Terre	Haute	Em-
manuel,	West	District	to	Marion	First,	North	Central	
District,	7/1/2015

•	 Haywood,	Peggy,	from	Stewartsville,	Southwest	
District	to	Prairie	Chapel/Newberry,	West	District,	
7/1/2015

•	 Helms,	William	Howard,	from	Associate	Superinten-
dent,	Southeast	District	to	No	longer	serving	in	Retire-
ment,	6/30/2015

•	 Henderson,	Thomas,	from	Wheatland	Ave.,	North-
west	District	to	No	Appointment,	12/14/2014

•	 Herr,	David	B.,	New	Appointment	to	Ossian,	North-
east	District,	7/15/2015

•	 Hertel,	Jr.,	James	Wesley,	from	Mt.	Auburn,	Central	
District	to	Retirement,	7/1/2015

•	 Holcomb,	Donna,	from	Hellmer/South	Milford,	
Northeast	District	to	Helmer,	Northeast	District,	
7/1/2015

•	 Huber,	Hollis	Earl,	from	Springdale,	South	District	to	
No	Appointment	(No	longer	serving	in	Retirement),	
5/15/2015

•	 Hunt,	Robert	P.,	from	Muncie	Main	Street,	East	Dis-
trict	to	No	Appointment,	6/30/2015

•	 Johnson,	Gale	R.,	from	Michigantown,	North	Central	
District	to	No	Appointment,	7/1/2015

•	 Kidd,	Angela,	New	Appointment	to	Common	Grace	
Ministries	of	Noble	County,	Inc./Ligonier,	Northeast	
District,	5/28/2015

•	 Kirkwood,	Warren,	from	Mishawaka	Albright,	North	
District	to	South	Bend	First,	North	District,	6/15/2015

•	 Kirts,	Robert,	from	Leesville,	South	District	to	No	Ap-
pointment,	District,	4/30/2015

•	 Kline,	Duane,	New	Appointment	to	Ebenezer,	North-
west	District,	9/21/2014

•	 Knebel,	Roger,	New	Appointment	to	Wheatland	Ave.,	
Northwest	District,	1/15/2015

•	 Knight,	Michelle	Lynne	Kallock,	from	Brownsburg	
Calvary,	Central	District	to	Munster	Ridge,	North	
District,	7/1/2015

•	 Koch,	Rick,	from	Upper	New	York	Conference	to	
Brazil	First,	West	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Landry,	Matthew,	from	Winamac	First,	Northwest	
District	to	Meridian	Street,	Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Lewis,	Jennifer,	New	Appointment	to	Springdale,	
South	District,	5/15/2015

•	 Lipan,	Matthew,	from	Castleton,	Central	District	to	
Gateway	Community,	Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Loft,	Steven	R.,	from	Brazil	First,	West	District	to	
Elkhart	Jamestown,	North	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Long,	John,	from	Gaston,	East	District	to	Retirement,	
6/1/2015

•	 Loudenback,	Ken,	New	Appointment	to	Plainfield,	
Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Maddox,	Larry	D.,	New	Appointment	to	Fort	Wayne	
Bethany,	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Marshall,	Barbara,	from	Heritage/Brown	Street,	
Northwest	District	to	Brown	Street,	Northwest	Dis-
trict,	7/1/2015

•	 Marty,	David,	from	Rockville	First,	West	District	to	
Winamac	First,	Northwest	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Matteson,	Curtis,	from	Fowlerton,	North	Central	Dis-
trict	to	Converse,	North	Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 McClain,	Scott,	from	Redkey	Sugar	Grove,	East	Dis-
trict	to	Dunkirk	Bethel,	East	District,	7/1/2015

•	 McCracken,	Robert	Alan,	from	Embury,	South	District	
to	Central	Barren,	South	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Miller,	Robert	Bradley,	from	Greenwood	Honey	
Creek/Associate	Superintendent,	Central	District	to	
Greenwood	Honey	Creek,	Central	District,	5/31/2015

•	 Montgomery,	Perry	Lee,	New	Appointment	to	Zions-
ville,	North	Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Moore,	Rhonda,	from	Howell,	Southwest	District	to	
Evansville	Simpson,	Southwest	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Mozingo,	Melvin	L.,	from	New	Castle	Christs,	East	

District	to	No	Longer	Serving	in	Retirement,	5/31/2015
•	 Needham,	Samuel,	New	Appointment	to	Elkhart	Trin-
ity,	North	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Nelson,	Christopher	Charles,	from	Pleasantdale,	East	
District	to	Parker	City,	East	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Oropeza,	Yvonne	Cuenca,	from	Extension	Ministry:	
Health	Net	to	Extension	Ministry:	Private	practice,	
7/1/2015

•	 Palmer,	Kenneth,	New	Appointment	to	Howell,	
Southwest	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Perkins,	Vickie	Burr,	from	The	Garden	at	Gethsemane,	
East	District	to	The	Garden	at	Gethsemane/Muncie	
Main	Street,	East	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Perry,	Paul	Dewayne,	from	Disability/Incapacity	
Leave	to	Extension	Ministry:	Sabbath	Ministries,	
7/1/2015

•	 Pierce,	John,	from	Linton	Nine	Mile,	West	District	to	
No	Appointment,	5/31/2015

•	 Poole,	Teresa	A.,	from	Vallonia/Medora	Mt.	Zion,	
Southeast	District	to	Cook	Memorial,	South	District,	
7/1/2015

•	 Purkhiser,	Ralph,	from	Heltonville/Oolitic,	South	
District	to	Oolitic,	South	District,	5/15/2015

•	 Reynolds,	Hugh	Wilson,	from	Bedford	Grace,	South	
District	to	No	longer	serving	in	Retirement,	5/15/2015

•	 Roberts,	William,	New	Appointment	to	Dupont,	
Northeast	District,	5/1/2015

•	 Roth,	William	E.,	New	Appointment	to	Milroy,	South-
east	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Rundel,	Steven	Paul,	from	Bicknell,	Southwest	District	
to	Bicknell/Bicknell	Asbury,	Southwest	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Salveter,	Barbara	J.,	from	Cornerstone	Youth	Center	
to	Meals	on	Wheels	Marion	Area,	Inc./Marion	First,	
North	Central	District,	6/1/2013	–	I	don’t	see	the	“to”

•	 Santus,	Norman,	from	Hymera	Bethel,	West	District	to	
No	Appointment,	5/31/2015

•	 Scanlan-Holmes,	Carolyn,	New	Appointment	to	St.	
Luke’s	Indianapolis,	Central	District,	10/1/2015

•	 Scherer-Berry,	R.	Edward,	New	Appointment	to	
Newbern	(Serving	in	Retirement),	Southeast	District,	
7/1/2015

•	 Scherer-Berry,	Stormy	Lynn,	from	Atwood	Alder-
sgate/Bourbon	First,	North	District	to	Petersville,	
Southeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Sisk,	Bradley	G.,	from	Roanoke	Christs,	Northeast	
District	to	Meese	Chapel,	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Smith,	Debra	A.,	New	Appointment	to	Fort	Wayne	
Trinity,	Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Soule,	Dennis	W.,	New	Appointment	to	Tyner,	North	
District,	4/1/2015

•	 Soultz,	Alexander	P.,	from	Oak	Chapel,	North	Central	
District	to	No	Appointment,	7/13/2015

•	 Spahr,	Ann	Goodall,	from	North	Salem,	Central	Dis-
trict	to	Liberty/Fountaintown,	Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Stanley,	Jason,	from	Marion	Morris	Chapel,	North	
Central	Distict	to	No	Appointment,	7/1/2015

•	 Talbott,	William	F.,	from	Knox,	North	District	to	
Bloomfield,	West	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Thews,	Thomas,	from	South	Bend	St.	Paul’s,	North	
District	to	South	Bend	St.	Paul’s	(Serving	in	Retire-
ment),	North	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Thomas,	Ann	C.,	from	Central	Barren,	South	District	
to	Seelyville,	West	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Tormey,	Jim	Robert,	from	Roanoke	Seminary,	North-
east	District	to	Roanoke	Seminary/Roanoke	Christs,	
Northeast	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Washington,	Sharon	Lorraine,	from	Indiana	Confer-
ence	Church	Development	to	YMCA	Church	Plant/
Church	Development,	7/1/2015

•	 Wathen,	Dennis,	New	Appointment	to	Evansville	St.	
Paul’s,	Southwest	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Way,	Gregory,	New	Appointment	to	North	Salem,	
Central	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Williams,	Keith,	from	Montpelier/Hartford	City	Pleas-
ant	Grove,	East	District	to	Montpelier,	East	District,	
7/1/2015

•	 Wisdom,	Bryan,	New	Appointment	to	Rockville	First,	
West	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Wood,	Cynthia	Diane,	from	Indiana	University	Health	
to	Indianapolis	Broadway,	Central	District,	6/1/2015

•	 Wood,	Gerald	E.,	from	Fort	Wayne	Bethany,	North-
east	District	to	No	Appointment,	7/1/2015

•	 Wrigley,	Kevin	Alden,	from	Bloomfield,	West	District	
to	North	Judson,	North	District,	7/1/2015

•	 Wyllys,	Daniel	J.,	from	No	Appointment	to	Discontin-
ued,	5/16/2015

Appointments
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Listed are clergy and clergy spouses who have 
died. Family members of clergy who have 
died are only listed online at www.inumc.org/
obituaries. 
MICHAEL SCOTT BROCKWAY of 
Indianapolis, 64, an Elder on Incapacity 
Leave, died Friday, May 1, 2015. A memorial 
service was held May 8 in Indianapolis. 
Survivors include: wife, Fran Meagher 
Brockway; children, Michael Shawn (Lonna) 
Brockway, Kelleen Marie (William) Stansifer, 
Katrina Ann Brockway and Bradley James 
Brockway; six grandchildren; and father, Lyle 
Gene (Roberta) Brockway. Brockway served 
in Indiana churches at: Smith Valley; North 
Salem; West Newton; and Sullivan. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Sunrise United 
Methodist Church and designated for Sunrise 
Missions. Condolences may be sent to Mrs. 
Mary Frances Brockway, 10210 E. 63rd St., 
Indianapolis, IN 46236.
WILLIAM J. “BILL” CAPLE of Lexington, 
Ky., a retired Elder, died Friday, May 22, 
2015. A memorial service was held May 30 in 
Lexington. Caple served in Indiana churches 
at: Sandborn; Freelandville/Sandborn; Aurora; 
and Evansville Centenary. Survivors include: 
children, James William Caple and Christina 
Caple (Christopher) Harrison; and five 
grandchildren. Memorial contribution may 
be made to The Centenary United Methodist 
Church Endowment Fund, 14034 Old State 
Rd, Evansville, IN 47725.
MARY JANE CARPENTER of Warren, 
Ind., and formerly of Elkhart, Ind., 88, wife 
of retired Elder Don Carpenter, died Monday, 
May 18, 2015. A memorial service was 
held May 22 in South Bend, Ind. Survivors 
include: husband, Don Carpenter; daughter, 
Kimberly Lynne (Daniel) Porter of Muncie, 
Ind.; sons, Kristin B. (Mary) Carpenter of 
Elkhart and Kelly P. (Lyn) Carpenter of 
Winston-Salem, N.C.; 11 grandchildren; and 
10 great-grandchildren. Condolences may be 
sent to Rev. Don Carpenter, 801 Huntington 
Ave., Apt. 202, Warren, IN 46792.
ETTA V. DEVINE of Clarksville, Ind., 90, 
widow of retired Elder Samuel J. Devine, 
died Tuesday, June 9, 2015. A memorial 
service was held June 12 in New Albany, 

Ind. Survivors include: children, James 
(Delores) Devine, Linda (Joe) Gambill, Sherry 
(Dale) Gardner and Susan (Perry) Davis; 
several grandchildren, great-grandchildren 
and great-great grandchildren. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Trinity UMC, 
2796 Charlestown Rd, New Albany, IN 47150 
and Brandon’s House, 1618 Beeler St., New 
Albany, IN 47150.
JIM FRITZ of Frankfort, Ind., 90, a 
retired Elder, died Sunday, June 21, 2015. 
A memorial service was held June 24 in 
Frankfort with Chaplain Barbara Kinsler 
officiating. Survivors include: son, Kenny 
(Gail) Fritz of Kempton, Ind.; daughter, 
Nola (Jerry) Clawson of Delphi, Ind.; three 
grandchildren; eight great grandchildren; and 
two great-great grandchildren. Fritz served 
these Indiana churches: Markleville Ct.; 
Hobbs/Strawton; Hobbs/Nevada; Pioneer 
Parish; Galveston United; Ft. Wayne Epworth; 
Osceola; Albany; Morocco First; and West 
Middleton. Memorials in Jim’s name may be 
made to Clinton County Humane Society.
HELEN F. (SKEEN) HILL of Franklin, 
Ind., 89, widow of Rev. Paul F. Hill and 
mother of Rev. P. Mark Hill, Elder, serving 
at Kokomo Grace UMC, died Thursday, June 
11, 2015. A memorial service was held June 
24 in Selma, Ind., with Rev. Dennis Rush 
officiating. Survivors include: three children, 
John H. (Pepper) Hill of Greenwood, Ind., 
P. Mark (Rebecca) Hill of Kokomo, Ind., 
and Lorra (Todd) Ensign of Greenwood; 
ten grandchildren; and twelve great-
grandchildren. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Asbury University, the Rev. Paul F. 
and Helen Skeen Hill Endowed Scholarship, 
One Macklem Dr., Wilmore, KY 40390. 
Condolences may be sent to Rev. and Mrs. 
P. Mark (and Rebecca) Hill, 2800 Rockford 
Lane, Kokomo, IN 46902.
RICHARD MCLOUTH HOCHSTEDLER 
of Austin, Texas, a retired Elder, died 
Saturday, May 9, 2015. A memorial service 
was held May 25 in Austin. Survivors include: 
children, Anne Stedler, Ellen Steury and 
Charles; and three grandchildren. Hochstedler 
served in Indiana churches at: Noblesville 
Circuit; Daleville; Hamilton Lake; Spiceland; 

and Middlebury. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Habitat for Humanity of Lehigh 
Valley (PA); Reading is Fundamental; Heifer 
International; the Southern Poverty Law 
Center; and the ACLU Foundation.
MICHAEL McFARLAND of Athens, Ind., 
64, a part-time Local Pastor, died Saturday, 
May 23, 2015. A memorial service was held 
May 28 in Rochester, Ind. Survivors include: 
wife, Susan. Memorial contributions may be 
made to: Athens United Methodist Church 
Teen Ministry or Gideon’s International. 
Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Susan 
McFarland, 1230 Madison St., Rochester, IN 
46975.
ROY E. OWENS of Princeton, Ind., 94, 
husband of Pastor Evelyn Owens serving 
Decker Chapel United Methodist Church, died 
Saturday, June 13, 2015. A graveside service 
was held June 16 in Princeton with Rev. Paul 
Huntsman officiating. Survivors include: wife, 
Evelyn; son, Ronald (Joyce) of Indianapolis; 
one granddaughter; and three great-
grandchildren. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Decker Chapel United Methodist 
Church, c/o Darrell Walters, 11627 S. 
Hazelton Rd., Decker, IN 47524. Condolences 
may be sent to Pastor Evelyn Owens, 2408 
Old Hwy 41 N., Princeton, IN 47670.
DONALD E. POYSER of Cromwell, 
Ind., 79, a retired Associate Member, died 
Saturday, May 2, 2015. A memorial service 
was held May 7 in Ligonier, Ind. Survivors 
include: wife, Lois; three children, Peggi 
(Jerry) Benson, Randy Poyser and Diane 
Poyser; three granddaughters; and three 
great-grandchildren. Poyser served in Indiana 
churches at: Wolf Lake; Kimmell/Wolf Lake; 
Burket; Pierceton/Pleasant Grove; and retiring 
in 1998. Memorial contributions may be made 
to a church of your choice or to the Gideons. 
Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Lois Poyser, 
PO Box 98, North Webster, IN 46555.
GREG ANDREW PUTTMANN of Terre 
Haute, Ind., 58, a part-time Local Pastor, died 
Friday, June 26, 2015. A memorial service 
was held June 30 in Terre Haute with Pastors 
W. Kevin Drane and Steve Rundel officiating. 
Survivors include: wife, Julie Connell 
Puttmann; daughter, Kathleen E. Woods and 

her fiancé, Keith Westley, of Bay City, Mich.; 
and son, Matthew J. Woods and wife, Elena 
Dues, of Bay City, Mich. Puttmann served 
these Indiana churches Brazil Epworth; Brazil 
Epworth/Carbon; and Breden Memorial. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
memorial contributions be made to Breden 
Memorial United Methodist Church, 2228 
S. 7th St., Terre Haute, IN 47802; United 
Methodist Temple, or the charity of one’s 
choice. Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Julie 
Puttmann, 1942 Oakridge Pkwy. N, Terre 
Haute, IN 47802. 
NOEL REED, JR., of North Manchester, 
Ind., 81, a former Local Pastor, died Tuesday, 
June 16, 2015. A memorial service was held 
June 23 in North Manchester. Survivors 
include: wife, Maurine; children, Larry 
(Felicity) Reed of Larnica, Cyprus; Gary Reed 
of St. Louis, Mo.; Linda (Timothy) Wallace of 
Hartford City, Ind.; Gregg (Colleen) Reed of 
Wabash, Ind.; and Kevin Reed of Logansport, 
Ind.; eight grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Strauss Peabody Aquatics and Fitness 
Center, c/o Community Foundation, PO Box 
7, North Manchester, IN 46962; or North 
Manchester United Methodist Church, 306 
E. Second St., North Manchester, IN 46962. 
Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Maurine 
Reed, 1705 Meridian St., North Manchester, 
IN 46962.
RICHARD W. RUSSELL of South Abington 
Twp., Pa., 78, a retired Elder, died Friday, 
May 8, 2015. A memorial service was held 
May 11 in Clarks Summit, Pa. Survivors 
include: wife, Patricia Burke Russell; sons, 
Richard Wesley Russell of Stafford, Va., 
and Daniel Scott Russell of Pittsburg, Pa.; 
daughters, Marilyn L. Russell of Manhattan, 
N.Y., and Elizabeth Russell (Fredrick) Smock 
of Abingdon, Md.; and four grandchildren. 
Russell served in Indiana churches at: Laurel-
Metamora; Shelburn/Ebenezer; Tanner Valley; 
Veedersburg/Hillsboro; Taylorsville/Clifford; 
Linton First; Paoli; and Ogilville, before 
retiring in 2007. Condolences may be sent to 
Mrs. Patricia Russell, 1202 Applewood Acres, 
South Abington Twp., PA 18411.

Roberts Park United Methodist Church and other community organiza-
tions gathered in a service of prayer to launch a campaign to bring the 
‘Homeless Jesus’ project to downtown Indianapolis.

Methodist congregation bringing ‘Homeless Jesus’ to Indianapolis
INDIANAPOLIS – A congrega-
tion in downtown Indianapolis 
is seeking to start a new con-
versation around the plight of 
those without homes or shelter 
in their community.

Roberts Park United Meth-
odist Church, in partnership 
with several other community 
organizations, is in works to 
bring the ‘Homeless Jesus’ 
sculpture by Canadian artist 
Timothy P. Schmalz to one of 
the popular cultural districts of 
the city. 

The ‘Homeless Jesus’ depicts 
a figure lying huddled under 
a blanket on a seven-foot-long 
park bench with only bare, 
pierced feet exposed. That 
single feature identifies the 
figure as the crucified Jesus, a 
sacred image for all Christians. 
The sculpture is inspired by 
Matthew 25 and suggests, ac-
cording to the artist, that Christ 
is with the most marginalized 
in our society.

For Indiana Bishop Michael 
J. Coyner, the sculpture also 
brings to mind that caring for 

“the least of these” in the spirit 
of Jesus allows us to encounter 
Christ himself.

“The issue of homelessness 
is a complicated and multi-
faceted issue here in Indianap-
olis, but answers to this issue 
must begin with the spirit of 
compassion and care and even 
shock that are elicited by this 
sculpture,” the bishop said. “I 
am grateful to Roberts Park 
UMC and other community 
partners who are making this 
project possible.”

Castings of the sculpture 
have been placed on private 
Christian properties in cities 
around the world, including 
London, Rome, Dublin, Perth, 
Buenos Aries, Sao Paulo, Wash-
ington, Detroit and Chicago. 

“To have the work in India-
napolis also symbolically con-
nects the city with the others 
around the world, who have 
found it in their heart to give 
the ‘Homeless Jesus’ a home,” 
said Schmalz. 

A group of parishioners 
from Roberts Park joined with 

community members for a 
prayer service and summer 
solstice celebration Sunday, 
June 21, to launch a campaign 
to support this new effort. The 
hope is the statue will garner 
public attention to the disparity 
and needs of the homeless in 
the city and around the world. 

The Rev. Andrew Scanlan-

Holmes, senior pastor at Rob-
erts Park, said, “The summer 
solstice marked the shortest 
night that homeless people will 
need to spend on the streets of 
Indianapolis and is the longest 
day of the year, so it is a fitting 
time to call attention to the 
daily challenges of those who 
today will have no home in 

which to lay their heads.”
The church seeks to raise 

$150,000 through GoFundMe.
com, an online crowdfunding 
engine, with at least $100,000 
of the proceeds benefiting the 
four project partners to further 
their work with the homeless 
in the city of Indianapolis and 
Marion County. 

Project partners include 
Roberts Park United Methodist 
Church’s Soup’s On ministry, 
Wheeler Mission Ministries, 
Neighborhood Christian Legal 
Clinic and Outreach, Inc. Each 
partner is set to receive more 
than $25,000 as the project costs 
for the purchase and installa-
tion of the statue are expected 
to be less than $50,000.

To support or learn more 
about this project, please visit 
www.gofundme.com/homelessje-
susindy. 

Visit wishtv.com/2015/06/27/
homeless-jesus-art-work-coming-
to-indianapolis/ to see more 
about the ‘Homeless Jesus’ 
project on WISH-TV.

In MeMorIaM
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