
VIII. REMEMBRANCES 

CLERGY AND SPOUSES 
MAY 2, 2016-MAY 1, 2017 

MICHAEL BAKER 

Pastor Michael Paul Baker of West Terre Haute, Indiana, local pastor at First United Methodist Church and 
Bethesda United Methodist Church in West Terre Haute, passed away on March 25, 2017. He was 58. 
Mike was born July 12, 1959, in Logansport, Indiana, and he graduated from Delphi High School in the class 
of 1977. He went on to attend Indiana State University and graduated from Purdue University with a 
bachelor’s degree in social work. He earned his master’s degree in social work from Indiana University-
Purdue University at Indianapolis in 2002. 

Mike worked for Indiana Family and Social Services Administration for over 25 years. He also worked for the Vigo County 
Prosecutor’s Office, Adult Protective Services, for five years. He provided drug and alcohol counseling for the Vigo County 
Courts and was an instructor for Ivy Tech Community College for six years. 
Remembered as a man whose love for the Lord brought his greatest joy, Mike appreciated his time in ministry as a local 
pastor for First UMC and Bethesda UMC. The churches were close to his heart, and he cared deeply about his church families. 
Mike also enjoyed working with the Emmaus Community and served as chaplain for many Walks. He also loved golfing and 
spending time with his family. 
Mike is survived by his wife of 35 years, Jill Baker; his son, Nathan Baker and fiancée Maria Enriques; and his grandchildren. 
He is also survived by his brothers, Pat (Janet) Baker and David (Debbie) Baker; and their families. Mike was preceded in death 
by his mother and by his aunt and uncle. 
Services were held March 30, 2017, at Fitzpatrick Funeral Home in West Terre Haute. 

ROBERT T. BERKEBILE 

The Rev. Robert “Bob” Thomas Berkebile, retired elder, passed away on Wednesday, November 23, 2016, 
at Laurelbrooke Landing in Brookville, Pennsylvania. He was 93. 
Born on July 18, 1923, in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, Bob was a World War II U.S. Army combat veteran who 
served with the 75th Infantry Division. He was severely wounded during the Battle of the Bulge and was 
later awarded the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart. After military service, he graduated from Marion 
College, now Indiana Wesleyan University, 

and Asbury Theological Seminary. He served congregations in Pennsylvania and in Indiana, including Grace UMC in 
Connersville; Knightstown UMC; and Edgewood UMC in Indianapolis. 
On July 18, 1946, he married Ardene Vee Higgins, and they had 42 years of life and ministry together before her death in 
January 1988. He married Betty Sawyer on March 23, 1990, and she preceded him in death in 1992. On April 24, 1993, he 
married Alice Love Reitz, and they loved and supported each other for over 23 years. 
Faithful, kindhearted, dedicated, and funny, Bob was also known as a humble leader and an obedient servant of God. His 
favorite hymn was “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” and his favorite Bible verse was Romans 8:39: Nothing “will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (RSV) 
Bob’s hobbies included reading, gardening to produce beautiful flowers, music, jogging, softball, and tennis. He was an avid 
reader and a scholar of history, John Wesley, Abraham Lincoln, and the Civil War. His favorite sport was baseball. During his 
funeral service, his daughter, VeeAnn, said that she and her sister Lyn “hit the ‘treasure jackpot’ with the parents they got.” 
In addition to Alice, Bob is survived by his daughters, Vee Ann (Ron) Schmidt and Lyn (partner Julie Marsh) Berkebile; his 
granddaughter, Mary Ardene Carter, and great-granddaughter, Madalyn Milner; stepsons Ronald (Gladine) Reitz and the Rev. 
Larry Reitz; stepdaughters Shirley (Chuck) Baily and Connie (Anson) Brosius; their families; and his extended family. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Ardene; his second wife, Betty; his parents; and his brothers and sisters. 
A Service of Christian Hope was held at Evangelical United Methodist Church in Brookville, Pennsylvania, on November 26, 
2016. 
A service officiated by Rev. Woody Thompson, who years earlier served as associate pastor with the Rev. Berkebile at 
Edgewood UMC, took place at Forest Lawn Funeral Home in Greenwood, Indiana, on December 1, 2016, followed by 
interment at Fort Lawns Memory Gardens in Greenwood. 

-- Special thanks to Lyn Berkebile, Bob’s daughter, for sharing 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 
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DONALD STEPHEN BOWMAN 

The Rev. Donald Stephen Bowman of Tempe, Arizona, retired elder of the former North Indiana 
Conference, died peacefully on October 1, 2016. He was 91. 
Don was born in Glen Ridge, New Jersey, on September 28, 1925, and grew up in Lakewood, Ohio. At age 
17, he enlisted in the Army and served in the wake of the D-Day invasion of Normandy. A member of the 
106th Division, he was captured by German forces during the Battle of the Bulge on December 19, 1944, 
and he spent the remainder of the war in captivity in Germany. When the Allies reached Halle, his POW 

group was tasked with digging graves and burying the bodies of his fellow prisoners and townspeople killed in the air raids. 
Don’s experiences in World War II shaped the rest of his life. 
He married Constance Halderson in June of 1948. Following his graduation from the University of Michigan with a degree in 
civil transportation engineering, he began work with Shell Oil. In 1956, Don and Connie answered a call to ministry while 
attending Irvington United Methodist Church in Indianapolis. Don enrolled in Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary and 
earned his Master of Divinity. 
His ministry took the family to several United Methodist churches in northern Indiana, including those in Pine Village, 
Rainesville, Flora, Gary, Yorktown, Culver, and Rochester. Don and Connie spent their retirement years in Phoenix, Arizona. 
Don loved history and travel. He was an avid photographer and writer, and he was especially fond of all things aviation. The 
family recalls that many of the parsonages they lived in were transformed by his remodeling skills. He loved animals, 
especially the family dogs and cats. He was a kind and gentle spirit, forged in the horror of war, who spent his life in the 
pursuit of peace. 
Don was preceded in death by his parents, brother, and his wife of 58 years, Constance Halderson Bowman. He is survived by 
his children: Bethanne (Jim) Keen; Melanie Nicholson (Daniel Berthold); Brice (Teresa) Bowman; Holly (Steven) Goldstein; and 
four grandsons. He is also survived by his sister, Marcia (Bill) Hermannsfeldt. 

-- Special thanks to Holly Goldstein and Brice Bowman, two of Don’s 
children, for sharing their thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

STEPHEN BROWN 

Pastor Stephen W. Brown, other faith minister serving Dale United Methodist Church in Dale, Indiana, 
passed away on March 11, 2017, in Jasper, Indiana. A resident of Santa Claus Indiana, he was 70 years old. 
Steve is remembered as the pastor who led all members of the congregation to Christ, children and adults 
alike. 
He was known for his warm personality and friendly smile. Before becoming a full-time pastor, he was an 
independent insurance agent. 

Steve was a member of the North Spencer County Ministerial Association and the Kiwanis Club, and in his leisure time, he 
enjoyed vintage cars, Jeeps, and trucks. 
Steve is survived by his wife, Betty Williams Brown, and his children: Chris (Nancy) Brown; Tammy (Mike) Schmitt; and his two 
grandsons and three granddaughters. 
A memorial service was held March 15, 2017, at Dale United Methodist Church. 

CATHERINE CLAYTON 

Catherine Ann Clayton of Westville, Indiana, senior pastor at Westville United Methodist Church and 
chaplain at Hamilton Grove UMC Retirement Communities, passed away on April 23, 2017, at age 63. The 
Rev. Clayton was to be ordained during the 2017 Indiana Annual Conference session in June. 
Catherine was born October 16, 1953, in St. Louis, Missouri. She worked as an environmental engineer for 
a NASA contractor before entering the United Methodist Church ministry. 
Catherine is survived by her children, Daniel (April) Clayton, Sarah (Josh) Bryan, and David Clayton, and her 

sisters, Beth (Mark) Ingram and Laura Childress. She is also survived by her granddaughter, Elizabeth Clayton, and her mother, 
Dorothy Patterson. Her father, William Patterson, preceded her in death. 
A memorial service was held on April 26, 2017, at Westville United Methodist Church in Westville. 

THEODORE E. CUTRELL 

The Rev. Theodore E. “Ted” Cutrell of Greenwood, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on November 12, 
2016, at age 71. He would most want to be remembered for his love for all, and his life will be reflected in 
people for many years to come. 
Born September 26, 1945, Ted graduated from Columbus High School in 1964 and continued his 
education at Greenville College and Asbury Theological Seminary. After earning his Master of Divinity, he 
pastored several United Methodist churches, including Mount Vernon Free Methodist Church; Newton 
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Free Methodist Church in Newton, Illinois; First Free Methodist Church in Lafayette, and East Columbus UMC in Columbus, 
Indiana. He then served Christ United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, for 24 years until retirement in 2014. 
Ted was a loving father, husband, friend, and pastor. He was a sincere listener, and he had a pastor’s heart. He genuinely 
cared about his flock, his family, and his community. In early years, his ministry concentrated on youth, and in later years, on 
seniors. He had special concern for those in hospitals and care facilities. 
Ted loved movies, books, forensics, Lifetime TV, VW Beetles, rollercoasters, skydiving, the Indianapolis Colts, the Purdue 
Boilermakers, fish sandwiches and, perhaps more than anything, his grandchildren. Most importantly, he taught everyone he 
met how to truly love others. 
Ted is survived by his wife of 48 years, Harleen; sons Shaun (Donna) Cutrell and Brandon (Rob) Cutrell; mother Normal Cutrell; 
father-in-law Edward Bennett; brothers James Cutrell and Robert (Judy) Moffat; sisters Chryl Rexrode and Lisa (Robert) Shank, 
and two grandsons. 
He was preceded in death by his father, James Cutrell; mother Goldie Lutes; stepfather Walter Lutes; mother-in-law Carolyn 
Bennett; and his twin brother, Frederick Cutrell. 
A celebration of life service was held on November 19, 2016, at Mount Auburn United Methodist Church in Greenwood, 
Indiana. 

-- Special thanks to Harleen Cutrell, Ted’s wife, for sharing her 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

WILLIAM J. CUTSHAW 

The Rev. William J. “Bill” Cutshaw, retired elder and resident of Franklin, Indiana, passed away on January 19, 2017. He was 
84. 
Born May 25, 1932, in Indianapolis, Indiana, Bill graduated from Arsenal Technical High School in 1951; Indiana Central 
University, now University of Indianapolis, in 1954; and Evangelical Theological Seminary in 1957. 
In the course of his service, Bill pastored Indiana United Methodist Conference churches, including Sardinia, Teegarden, 
Gwyneville, Redkey, Dunkirk-Bethel, Third Street in Logansport, Trinity UMC in Hartford City, Calvary UMC in Fort Wayne, and 
as a United Methodist visitation pastor at Otterbein UMC. He also held several Conference leadership roles, including service 
on the Conference Board of Trustees, the Commission on Camps and Conferences, and the Board of Discipleship. He served as 
director of Junior Camping, coordinator of New Life Missions and Key Events, Conference assistant secretary, and president of 
the men’s club at Franklin United Methodist Community. 
Bill was an avid fan of the Indianapolis Colts, the Indiana Pacers, the Pittsburgh Pirates, Pittsburgh Steelers, and Purdue 
University. In his leisure time, he enjoyed golfing and bowling. 
Bill is survived by his wife, Helen L. Barkes Cutshaw; his sons, David J. (Debbie) Cutshaw, Daniel R. (Lisa) Cutshaw, Mark C. 
(Shannon) Cutshaw; his daughter, Gloria E. Liebig; and their families. He was preceded in death by his parents. 
Services were held on January 24, 2017, in Wright Chapel at the Franklin United Methodist Community in Franklin, with burial 
at Forest Lawn Memory Gardens in Greenwood, Indiana. 

KENNETH E. DAY 

Kenneth E. Day of Plainfield, Indiana, surviving spouse of the Rev. Beatrice Day, former Indiana 
Conference pastor, passed away on September 4, 2016. He was 84. 
Ken was born August 24, 1932, to the late Daniel and Martha (Goodwin) Day in Indianapolis, Indiana, and 
was a U.S. Army veteran of the Korean War. He married Beatrice Dumond on Palm Sunday, March 30, 
1958. She preceded him in death on October 6, 1996. 
Ken was a telecommunications manager at Public Service Indiana for 26 years, retiring in 1990, and is 
remembered fondly by friends who worked with him. For over 50 years, one of his favorite hobbies was 

operating a ham radio. He was a member of Plainfield United Methodist Church and Plainfield Masonic Lodge #653. 
Ken is survived by his son, Gary L. Day, and his daughter, Mary L. (Tim) Schmitter. Services were held on September 12, 2016, 
at Plainfield United Methodist Church. His burial service with military honors and interment took place in Maple Hill Cemetery 
in Plainfield. 

DAVID R. DEAL 

The Rev. David R. Deal, retired elder, passed away February 2, 2017, in Mooresville, Indiana, at age 83. He 
was formerly a resident of Camby, Indiana, and of Marshall, Illinois. 
For over 50 years, David served United Methodist churches in Indiana, including Alfordsville, Alford, 
Jasonville, and Terre Haute, as well as in Winchester, Fairbury, and Marshall, Illinois. 
David was born April 17, 1933, in Marengo, Indiana, and he married Janet Y. Denbo on October 27, 1951. 
She preceded him in death on December 10, 2007. He married Sandra Gross on January 10, 2009, and she 
survives. 
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David is also survived by two sons, Deacon J. Deal and Larry J. Deal; a stepson, Kirk Gross; and his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. In addition to his first wife, he was preceded in death by a daughter, Lynn Jealene Deal, his parents, and his 
brothers and sisters. 
He was a loyal Indiana University basketball fan and also enjoyed quail hunting and golf. 
Services were held at February 6, 2017, at Pearce Funeral Home, followed by burial at Plainville Cemetery, Plainville, Indiana. 

JOHN M. DICKEY 

The Rev. John M. Dickey of Converse, Texas, retired elder of the former South Indiana Conference, passed away on November 
27, 2016. 
John served Indiana United Methodist churches in Dover Hill, Lyons, Philadelphia, Indianapolis, New Albany, Columbus, and 
Mooresville before his retirement in 1993. 
He is survived by his wife, Marjorie Ilene Dickey. 

ROY ANDREW EATON 

The Rev. Roy Andrew Eaton, retired elder of the former North Indiana Conference, passed away on 
Saturday, January 14, 2017, at his home in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He was 85. He would want to be 
remembered as a good and faithful servant of God who tried to share the love of Christ with all he met. 
Roy was born in Port Gibson, Mississippi on March 1, 1931, and he graduated from Port Gibson High 
School and Millsaps College. He earned a Master of Divinity from Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University and later earned a master’s degree in evangelism from Scarritt College in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Following his years of service with churches of The Mississippi Annual Conference, he transferred to the former North Indiana 
Conference in 1968. Over the course of his service in Indiana, Roy pastored First Wayne Street UMC and Faith UMC in Fort 
Wayne, All Saints UMC in South Bend, and Chesterton UMC in Chesterton. He also served as superintendent of the Marion 
District. In addition, Roy was a chaplain in the Mississippi National Guard and the U.S. Army Reserve in Indiana, where he 
attained the rank of major. 
He was an open-minded, compassionate Christian, and social justice was an important part of his ministry. He was a true 
pastor to his congregation and community. He was also a lover of God’s creation. He served many summers at Conference 
camps, often took church youth on backpacking and camping trips, and enjoyed many annual family camping vacations across 
North America as his daughters were growing up. In retirement, he traveled internationally, including mission trips to the 
Ivory Coast. 
A gifted scholar of the Old Testament, Roy shared its history and message with many people. He was a wonderful storyteller, 
loved to share a good joke, and was a wise counselor. Shortly before his death, he was asked for advice by a young minister. 
He replied, “Let your congregation know you love them.” He enjoyed woodworking, photography, a good game of golf, and he 
wrote several books about his family history. He was a member of the Arlington Men’s Golf Club, Heritage Village Association, 
Valley of the Pines board of directors, Rotary Club, and Lions Club. 
Roy is survived by his wife, Christine Fortenberry Eaton; his daughters Suzanne (Joseph) McCool, Belinda Hayes, and Elizabeth 
Waller; and their families. He was preceded in death by his first wife of 55 years, Helen Lewis Eaton, his brother, and his son-
in-law. 
A funeral service was held on January 21, 2017, at First Wayne Street United Methodist Church followed by interment at 
Lindenwood Cemetery in Fort Wayne. 

-- Special thanks to Suzanne Eaton McCool, Roy’s daughter, for 
sharing her thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

BARBARA BROOKS ELSTON 

Barbara Sue Derr Brooks Elsten of Kokomo, Indiana, former surviving spouse of the Rev. Tony A. Brooks, 
passed away on August 27, 2016. She was 69. 
Born September 28, 1946, in Huntington, Indiana, Barbara married Tony A. Brooks on June 17, 1969, and 
he preceded her in death on December 8, 2006. She married Thomas J. Elsten on September 8, 2012, and 
he survives. 
Barbara served as a pastor’s wife with her first husband, the Rev. Tony Brooks, for over 37 years. She was 

a homemaker and a librarian at the Tipton County Public Library. She also worked for Our Sunday Visitor. She enjoyed writing 
poetry, scrapbooking, playing games, and gardening. In later years, she attended Syracuse Baptist Church in Syracuse, Indiana, 
with her husband, Thomas. 
Barbara is survived by her husband, Thomas J. Elsten; her children, Marcus A. Brooks and Amy P. Brooks; and her 
grandchildren. She is also survived by a sister, Sharon Schlupe, and brother, Bob Derr. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, her first husband, two brothers, and one sister. 
A celebration of life service was held on September 1, 2016, at Pilchers Chapel United Methodist Church in Huntington, 
Indiana, followed by burial in St. Peter’s Cemetery in Huntington. 
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WILLARD ROBERT FAIR 

The Rev. Willard Robert Fair, 91, retired elder, passed away on September 22, 2016, in Franklin, Indiana. 
Bob was born on August 6, 1925. He married Mary Laverne Jacobs in 1945, and she preceded him in 
death in 1992. He married Eileen Merriman on November 13, 1993, and she survives. A graduate of 
Petersburg High School, University of Evansville, and Christian Theological Seminary, Bob also attended 
Lockyear Business College in Evansville, Indiana, and Vincennes University. 
Bob served for 40 years in United Methodist ministry with many churches in southern and central 

Indiana, including those in Patoka Grove; the Mt. Pleasant Circuit with Wheeling and Gladish Chapel; Jamestown; Macedonia-
Salem; Frankfort; Castleton; Connersville; Brownsburg; and Terre Haute. In the 1960s, he twice traveled with the Lebanon 
District Job Corps of the Methodist Church to Puerto Rico to build churches. 
After retirement, Bob served as chaplain at Franklin United Methodist Community beginning in 1987, and he enjoyed filling in 
at various churches when needed for many years. He also enjoyed playing the piano, reading and writing poetry, watercolor 
painting, and building clocks. 
Bob’s family kept letters that he received upon his retirement. Those letters thanked him for his qualities of quiet compassion, 
kindness, thoughtfulness, and for freely giving of his time during times of injury, illness, and death of loved ones. He would 
want to be remembered as a kind and thoughtful person. 
In addition to his wife, Bob is survived by daughters Beverly Ann (Brian) Black, Brenda Sue (Larry) Hobson, Roberta Jane 
Edwards, and their families. He is also survived by stepdaughters Kathey (Frank) Nemeth and Jayne (Ed) Yount and their 
families. His sister-in-law, Evelyn Miller, also survives. 
A celebration of life service was conducted on September 28, 2016, in Wright Memorial Chapel at Franklin United Methodist 
Community with inurnment at Walnut Hills Cemetery in Petersburg, Indiana. 

-- Special thanks to Beverly Fair Black, Bob’s daughter, for sharing 
her thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

RAMONIA FOLEY 

Ramonia Ann Foley, 72, surviving spouse of Pastor James Foley, local pastor, passed away on December 12, 2016, at her 
home. 
Ramonia was born May 18, 1944, in Corydon, Indiana. She was a homemaker and a member of Hursttown United Methodist 
Church and Old Capitol Chapter No. 467 Order of Eastern Star in Corydon. 
She is survived by her son, Benjamin P. (Sherry) Foley; her grandsons, Tyler, Logan, and Dylan Foley; her brothers, Leonard 
Wilkerson, Howard Wilkerson, and Roy Wilkerson; and her sisters, Carrie G. Purcell and Dorothy Fisher. 
Funeral services were held December 15, 2016, at Swarens Funeral Home in Ramsey, Indiana, with burial in Wolfe Cemetery 
in Georgetown, Indiana. 

HAROLD FREDERICK 

The Rev. Harold “Preach” Frederick, retired elder and resident of Indianapolis, Indiana, died May 4, 2016. He was 87. 
Harold was born July 24, 1928. He was ordained in 1951 and during his years of ministry, he served United Methodist 
congregations in many areas of Indiana: Rockport Circuit; White River Chapel UMC in Petersburg; French Lick; St. Paul/Union 
Circuit; Rockville Circuit; Clay City; Fountain Square UMC and DeSoto UMC in Muncie; and St. Matthew’s UMC in Anderson. 
Harold is survived by his wife of 67 years, Nelda Frederick. A memorial service was held on May 14, 2016, at Vincennes 
Community United Methodist Church in Vincennes, Indiana. 

DOROTHY PEARL GIERHART 

Dorothy “Dottie” Pearl Gierhart of Indianapolis, Indiana, surviving spouse of the Rev. Bernard Willis Gierhart, died November 
7, 2016. She was 89. 
Dottie was born October 26, 1927, in Crumpler, West Virginia. She married the love of her life, Bernard Willis Gierhart, and 
enjoyed serving others as a pastor’s wife. 
Dottie is survived by her son-in-law, Jim Evans; daughter-in-law Michelle Gierhart; her grandchildren and great-grandchildren; 
and a large extended family. 
Dottie was preceded in death by her husband, Bernard Willis Gierhart, in 2012. She was also preceded in death by her 
children: James Willis Gierhart; Debra L. Evans; and Marianne Willis Gierhart; and nine brothers and sisters. 
A private celebration of life service was held. 

MARTHA HOLMES GINN RIGNEY 

Martha J. James Holmes Ginn Rigney, 89, former surviving spouse of the Rev. Robert Holmes, passed away on September 5, 
2016. She was a resident of the Franklin United Methodist Community in Franklin, Indiana. 
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Martha was born April 8, 1927, in Louisville, Kentucky. She was a graduate of Asbury College and a member of Grace United 
Methodist Church in Franklin. Earlier, she was a kindergarten teacher at Indianapolis Public School #7 and served alongside 
her husband, the Rev. Robert Holmes, in United Methodist churches in Indiana. She was an avid golfer, enjoyed playing bridge 
and board games, and especially enjoyed traveling. 
She married Robert Holmes on June 1, 1946, in Floyd County, Indiana, and he preceded her in death on October 9, 2001. She 
was also preceded in death by her second husband, William “Ed” Ginn and by her third husband, Claud Rigney. 
Martha is survived by her children: Jae Lynne Riedeman; William R. Holmes; Mark Holmes; R. Michael Holmes; Brent Alan 
Holmes; and their families. She is also survived by her sister, Jean Loy. Martha was preceded in death by her parents, 
husbands, and two brothers. 
A memorial service was held in Wright Chapel at Franklin United Methodist Community on September 9, 2016. Inurnment 
took place in Washington Park East Cemetery in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

CLARK EUGENE HART 

Pastor Clark Eugene “Gene” Hart, 85, retired local pastor of the former North Indiana Conference, passed 
away, surrounded by family, on April 5, 2017, in Muncie, Indiana. 
Gene was born August 10, 1931, in Muncie, and he graduated from Cowan High School in 1949. In 1951, 
he married the love of his life, Vivian Singer, and she preceded him in death August 5, 2014, after 63 years 
of marriage. 
Gene served as a corporal in the U.S. Army during the Korean War with Headquarters Company 81st CML 

Group. Returning from the war, he held several jobs before joining Delco Battery, from which he retired in 1997 after 30 years 
of service. 
Gene pastored Ridgeville Calvary United Methodist Church for over 20 years. He then served Wilmore Memorial UMC and 
went on to become associate pastor of First Baptist Church of Morningside. Gene also served as a chaplain of the Ridgeville 
Fire Department. 
He was a member of the Yorktown Independent Order of Odd Fellows Lodge, the United Auto Workers Local 489, and the 
Delco Battery Sympathy Club. Gene especially enjoyed camping and traveling. 
Gene is survived by three sons: Dale (Rita) Hart; Gary (Sherrie) Hart; and Eric (companion Christy) Hart; and their families. His 
brother, Keith (Vicki) Hart, also survives. In addition to his wife, Vivian, he was preceded in death by his parents and one 
sister, Eloise Phelps. 
Funeral services were held April 8, 2017, at Parson Mortuary in Muncie. Burial followed, with military honors rendered by the 
Delaware County Honor Guard, at Elm Ridge Memorial Park Cemetery in Muncie. 

ORLO W. HIBBS 

Pastor Orlo W. Hibbs, 92, retired local pastor of the former North Indiana Conference, died on Monday, August 12, 2016, in 
Columbia City, Indiana. 
Orlo was born September 15, 1923, in Hillsdale County, Michigan. Enlisting in the U.S. Army in 1943, Orlo served in Europe 
during World War II and was honorably discharged in December 1945. In 1948, he married Effie Ruth Daily. They made their 
home in Harrison County, Indiana, until 1963, when they moved to Whitley County, Indiana. 
Orlo served as local pastor to Troy UMC in Troy, Indiana, as well as Etna UMC and West Point Trinity UMC in Columbia City, 
Indiana. In addition to farming, he was employed at General Electric Corporation in Louisville, Kentucky, and Delco Remy in 
Anderson, Indiana, retiring from Rea Magnet Wire in 1986 with nearly 29 years of service. 
Orlo is survived by his two children, Frank O. Hibbs and Carol L. Macy; stepchildren Eugene Klingaman, Cheryl Stalter, Phil E. 
Hively, Margaret A. Wise, Robert J. Hively, and Melanie Sollenberger; and their families. He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Effie Ruth Daily, in 1969; former wife Deloris Cline Dilts in 1980; former wife June Marie Marker Klingaman in 1993; and 
former wife Josephine Gilbert Hively in 2013. He was also preceded in death by a stepson and three brothers. 
Services were held at Smith & Sons Funeral home in Columbia City on August 4, 2016, and at Beanblossom-Cesar Funeral 
Home in Corydon, Indiana, on Saturday, August 6, 2016, followed by burial at Cedar Hill Cemetery in Corydon. 

SUSANNE GARWOOD HOLLEN 

Susanne Garwood Hollen, 76, spouse of the Rev. Joe Hollen, retired elder, passed away at her home in 
English, Indiana, on July 19, 2016. 
Susanne was born October 23, 1939, in Owensville, Indiana. She married Joe William Hollen on April 27, 
1957, and he survives. Susanne is also survived by her children: Rebecca Finke, Deborah Johnson, and W. 
Joe (Debra) Hollen; and her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her 
parents and her sister. 

Susanne was a wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother who will be missed by all who knew her. She was a 
member of Wickliffe United Methodist Church in Wickliffe, Indiana. She was also a member of the Wickliffe Homemaker’s 
Club. 
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Services were held on July 22, 2016, at Denbo Funeral Home in English, followed by burial at White Church Cemetery in 
Princeton, Indiana. 

HARRY OLIVER HUFFMAN 

The Rev. Harry Oliver Huffman, 94, retired elder of the former North Indiana Conference, passed away on 
December 23, 2016, at his home in Melbourne, Florida. 
Born May 3, 1922, in Pioneer, Ohio, Harry married Lily Lovann Spillers on September 1, 1950, and she 
preceded him in death in 2006. For 32 years, Harry served United Methodist churches in locations across 
northern Indiana, including those in Greenville, Lincolnville, Bourbon, Gary, South Bend, Huntington, Fort 
Wayne, and Roanoke. 

He developed and assisted in the building of three churches. 
Harry retired in 1979 and moved from Fort Wayne to Melbourne, where he volunteered as a chaplain for Tropical Haven 
Chapel and as president of the Resident Association of Buena Vida Retirement Community. He was a member of The First 
United Methodist Church of Melbourne a life member of Masonic Lodge #483 F&AM, and he was proud to have been 
selected as chaplain for the Police/Fire Department of Huntington, Indiana. 
Harry is remembered as a man who was selfless in his service to others. He never turned away anyone who asked for his help, 
and hospital and nursing home visits were always on his weekly schedule when serving local churches. He rarely lost his 
composure or let anger rule the day, and he loved life to the fullest. He truly believed in the good of man and lived what he 
preached. His example of life and teachings will continue to live in the hearts of all those he touched. 
Survivors include his sons, William J. Huffman and Daniel P. Huffman; his daughter, Judy Ann Louks; and their families. Harry is 
also survived by two brothers, Ted Huffman and Dave Huffman, and sisters Velerh Bruno, Pauline Herrell, and Salinda 
Cowdrey. 
A memorial service was held on May 3, 2017, at Ravine Cemetery in Sylvania, Ohio. 

-- Special thanks to Bill Huffman, Harry’s son, for sharing his 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

RACHEL JONES 

Rachel Jones, surviving spouse of the Rev. Ernest Jones, retired elder of the former South Indiana Conference, passed away on 
August 28, 2016. She was a resident of Atlanta, Georgia. 

WILLIAM ROBB KELL 

The Rev. William Robb Kell, retired elder of the Central District and life trustee of the University of 
Evansville, died at home in Princeton, Indiana, on June 29, 2016. He was 92. 
Robb was born May 3, 1924, in Princeton, Indiana. He earned a Bachelor of Science from Evansville College, 
now University of Evansville, in 1942 before attending Drew Theological School in Madison, Jew Jersey. 
Having met at Drew, Robb and Judith Cavicchia were married on June 3, 1950. They returned to Indiana 
and over time, led several United Methodist congregations, including New Harmony UMC; Clarksville 

Morton Memorial UMC; Lawrenceburg; First United Methodist Martinsville UMC; Old North UMC, Evansville; Chapel Hill 
UMC, Indianapolis; and Centenary UMC, Lebanon. Robb served for 25 years as the chair of the pension fund for the United 
Methodist Church. Beginning in 1985, he served as a district superintendent until his retirement in 1992. 
He became a University of Evansville trustee in 1985 and served as assistant to the chaplain from 1991 to 2003. He remained 
active as a life trustee until 2015. The Interfaith Prayer Room in Neu Chapel at the university is named in his honor. 
As a youth, Rob was active in Boy Scouts, attaining the rank of Eagle Scout. Active in his community, Rob joined his local 
Rotary Club, Lions Club, Kiwanis, and the Optimist Club. Later, he was active in the Indiana Historical Society, and the Red 
Bank Reunion Band. 
Robb was a scholar with an easygoing, humble nature, a progressive thinker with a steadfast faith, a calm presence in stressful 
times, and he was very good at getting the right volunteer for the job. As a pastor concerned about social justice, he would 
most want to be remembered for helping Lawrenceburg, Indiana, desegregate businesses and parks between 1958 and 1966. 
His interests included Abraham Lincoln, the Bible, and Abraham Lincoln’s thoughts about the Bible. He often shared his 
favorite Robert Service poems and William Hogarth engravings with others, and he enjoyed attending church at Pittsboro 
UMC. He also enjoyed tennis basketball, Shakespeare, and classical music. 
Robb is survived by his wife of 66 years, Judith Carvicchia Kell; children, Catherine Kell Derrick and David (Jayne) Kell; three 
grandchildren and a great-granddaughter. He was preceded in death by his parents, Ralph and Blanche Kell; son-in-law, Dan 
Derrick; and grandson 
Tim Derrick. 
Services were held on July 11, 2016, at Pittsboro United Methodist Church. 

-- Special thanks to Cathy Kell Derrick for sharing her thoughts and 
memories for this remembrance. 
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LARRY ARNOLD LEE KLINGLER 

Pastor Larry Arnold Lee Klingler of Rensselaer, Indiana, local pastor at Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in 
Kentland, Indiana, passed away on March 9, 2017, in Lafayette, Indiana. He was 70. 
Larry was a lifetime resident of Rensselaer, graduating from Rensselaer High School in 1964. He was 
inducted into the U.S. Army in 1966, and on June 12, 1966, he married his sweetheart, Barbara Parker, 
who survives. He enjoyed spending time at the lake with family and friends, and one of his greatest joys 
was fishing with his family and grandchildren. 

Larry began serving Mt. Zion UMC in 2005. Previously, he worked as the Jasper County Animal Control officer and as manager 
of Kerr McGee Gas & Service Station in Rensselaer. He also worked at Midway Electronics and Standard Auto Parts. Larry had 
also been employed with Jackson Monuments for over 20 years. 
A life member of the Trinity United Methodist Church in Rensselaer, Larry had been a youth group leader and a Sunday School 
teacher. He provided services once each month to the residents at George Ade Memorial Healthcare in its chapel. Larry 
formerly served a four-year term as a Rensselaer City Councilman. He was the secretary/treasurer of the Newton County 
Association of Churches, a member of the Rensselaer Odd Fellows and the Jasper/Newton Habitat for Humanity, having 
served as chairman during the building of the first Habitat home in Newton County. 
Surviving along with his loving wife, Barb, are their children: Rodney (Suzi) Klingler and Angela (Christopher Gearhart) Brown; 
seven grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Gloria Klingler. 
Services were held at Trinity United Methodist Church on March 13, 2017, followed by burial at Osborne Cemetery in 
Rensselaer with a service that included military honors. 

DOROTHY MARIE LACY 

Dorothy Marie Lacy of Muncie, Indiana, 75, surviving spouse of the Rev. Donald C. Lacy, passed away 
November 20, 2016, at her home. 
Born in Muncie on November 27, 1940, Dorothy graduated from Central High School in Muncie. In 1959, 
she married Donald C. Lacy, and she was an active pastor’s wife over the years. Don and Dorothy 
celebrated over 52 years of marriage before his death in 2012. 
Dorothy held United Methodist Women offices at both the local and district levels. She was a school PTO 

leader, and her many interests included 4-H, Girl Scouts, Girls Club, reading, sewing, needlework, quilting, knitting, tole 
painting, and gardening, along with other hobbies. She was active in her high school alumni association and compiled a 
directory for the 50th graduation anniversary of the Class of 1958. A love of cooking led to a published cookbook for her 
family. 
Dorothy enjoyed her daughters’ participation in activities that included swimming, softball, basketball, band, cheerleading, 
tennis, and musicals, and she later loved watching her grandchildren participate in activities as well. She enjoyed traveling 
with Don and loved exploring areas around the many places they lived over the years. They considered those treks one of the 
benefits of new locations. 
An adventuresome person, she could always create fun and share a laugh or a smile. 
Dorothy is survived by three daughters: Donna Jean (Terry) Beyl, Sharon Elizabeth Lacy, and Martha Elaine (Jeff) Graham; 
three grandchildren; her siblings; and extended family. She was preceded in death by her husband Don; her parents; and one 
daughter, Anne Marie. 
Services were held at Yorktown United Methodist Church on November 26, 2016, with burial following at Riverview Cemetery 
in Seymour, Indiana. 

CARL R. LEMNA 

The Rev. Carl R. Lemna, retired elder of the Northwest District, died February 23, 2017, in North 
Manchester, Indiana, at age 86. 
Carl pastored Indiana United Methodist churches in Elkhart, West Lafayette, South Bend, North 
Manchester, and Peru, retiring in 1992 after 40 years of service. During those years, he also served six 
years on the Evangelical United Brethren Board of Missions and twelve years on the United Methodist 
Board of Ordained Ministry of the 

former North Indiana Conference. 
Carl was born August 16, 1930, in Nappanee, Indiana. He graduated from Nappanee High School in 1948 and North Central 
College in Naperville, Illinois, in 1952. On June 19, 1955, he married Lois Helmers in Cropsey, Illinois. He graduated from 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 1956 and continued studies in theology at DePauw University, Georgetown 
College, McCormick Seminary, Princeton University, and Union Theological Seminary. 
Carl was dedicated to serving his Lord and Savior and ministering to the special needs of each congregation he served. His 
family recalls that he once wondered if the Conference didn’t send him to churches with “problems,” but if that were true, he 
was usually able to get the problems solved to the satisfaction of most in a short time. Carl always encouraged children and 
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youth ministries, including Vacation Bible School and camping. Over time, many people commented that they especially loved 
his prayers, feeling they were very fitting for each particular occasion. 
Remembered as dedicated, compassionate, witty, and humble, he was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather who spent 
as much time with his family as possible. He was an active member of Rotary International for the past 25 years, a lifelong fan 
of the Chicago Cubs and the Purdue Boilermakers, and he rarely missed any sports activity—elementary school through high 
school—in which any of his four children were involved. In retirement, Carl and his wife Lois enjoyed regular travel along with 
winters in Florida. 
Carl is survived by his loving wife of 61 years, Lois, and their children: Bruce (Ann) Lemna; Gary (Rebecca) Lemna; Kathleen 
(Fred) Kreamelmeyer; Jeffrey (Rebecca) Lemna; and their families. He is also survived by his sisters and sister-in-law. Carl was 
preceded in death by his sister Alice Mae and his brother Owen. 
Services were held at North Manchester United Methodist Church on February 26, 2017, followed by burial at Oaklawn 
Cemetery in North Manchester. 

-- Special thanks to Lois Lemna, Carl’s wife, for sharing her 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

MARY M. LUKE 

Mary M. Luke, 99, of Greencastle, Indiana, died June 11, 2016. She was the former surviving spouse of the 
Rev. P.J. Hamilton of the former North Indiana Conference and the surviving spouse of the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Luke. 
Mary was born in Walton, Indiana, on August 19, 1916, the daughter of William and Gertrude Rhodes 
Kessling. She was a member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Crawfordsville, Indiana. 
Mary is survived by her daughters, Myra Smith and Elaine Sims, sister Elizabeth Busteed, six grandchildren 

and eleven great-grandchildren. In addition to her parents and husbands, she was preceded in death by a daughter, Judith 
Pryor, and a sister, Opal Bishop. 
Services were held at Trinity United Methodist Church in Crawfordsville, with burial following in Oak Hill Cemetery North. 

BETTY MASTERS 

Betty Masters, 87, of Princeton, Indiana, surviving spouse of the Rev. Earl Masters, passed away April 7, 
2017, at River Oaks Health Campus in Princeton. 
Betty was born October 15, 1929, in Wheeling, Indiana, and graduated from Mt. Olympus High School. She 
retired from Hansen Manufacturing Company in 1993 after 15 years of service. 
Betty is survived by two sons, Greg (Denna) Masters and Tim (Susie Green) Masters, and their families. She 
was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Earl Masters; four sisters; and two brothers. 

Services were held April 12, 2017, at Colvin Funeral Home in Princeton, followed by burial at Mt. Olive Cemetery in Mt. 
Olympus, Indiana. 

KARL ELDRIDGE MCCLURE 

The Rev. Karl Eldridge McClure, retired elder, passed away on March 25, 2017, at Franklin United 
Methodist Community in Franklin, Indiana. He was 86. 
Born December 20, 1930, Karl was the fourth of five sons of Morris B. and Lucia Smith McClure. A beloved 
husband, father, Granddad, Dad-dad, and brother, Karl sought justice and had a heart for the poor 
throughout his life and ministry. Always inclusive, he merged two racially segregated congregations into 
one in Princeton, Indiana, in 1970. 

Karl retired from the former South Indiana Conference, having served churches and hospitals in Iowa and Indiana, including 
Memorial UMC and Faith UMC in Princeton. He served as chaplain at Methodist Hospital’s Southeast Health Center in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, from 1972 to 1988. During that time, he also served as part-time pastor to several Indianapolis 
congregations. In 1988, he became the director of Fletcher Place Community Center in Indianapolis and served until his 
retirement in 1993. As a resident of Franklin United Methodist Community, he also served as president of the community 
council and as a trustee. 
Blessed with a beautiful tenor voice, Karl enjoyed singing with the choir at Grace United Methodist Church in Franklin. His 
favorite pastime was walking in a wooded area, especially on the Franklin Historic Greenway Trail. 
Karl is survived by his wife of nearly 65 years, Bonnie McClure; children Karl (Vicki) McClure, Jr., Kirk McClure, Heather (Glenn) 
McClure Brown, and Jennifer (Walter) Moberly; four grandchildren; and his brothers and brother-in-law. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, two brothers, two sisters-in-law, and his daughter-in-law. 
A celebration of life service was held on March 28, 2017, in Wright Memorial Chapel at Franklin United Methodist 
Community. His ashes reside in the Grace United Methodist Church columbarium. 
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ROBERT ALAN MCCRACKEN 

The Rev. Robert Alan McCracken, 68, retired elder of the South District, passed away on May 29, 2016. 
Born in 1947 in Lafayette, Indiana, Robert was a U.S. Army veteran of the Vietnam War. He entered the 
ministry in 1977 and faithfully served Indiana United Methodist churches, including Rosedale/Bridgeton, 
Pimento/Prairie Creek, Laurel/Metamora, Greenwood-Old Franklin, Marietta/Jollity, Hazelton, Springs 
Valley, Milan, Emmanuel, Terre Haute First, Rising Sun/Hartford, Rising Sun, and Embury. He was pastoring 
Central Barren UMC in New Salisbury, Indiana, at the time of his death. 

Robert was very active in the Lions Club, having previously served as president of the Hardinsburg Lions Club. He was serving 
as the vice-president of the New Salisbury Lions Club at the time of his passing. 
Survivors include his wife, Dr. Cynthia Keller McCracken; son, Robert (Jackie) McCracken, and daughter, Michelle (Mark) 
Emmons; four grandchildren and one great-grandchild. He is also survived by his brother and sisters. Robert was preceded in 
death by his daughter, Lisa McCracken, and his parents. 
A memorial service celebrating his life was held on June 4, 2016, at Central Barren United Methodist Church in New Salisbury. 

RAMONA MCLAREN 

Ramona Lee Smith McLaren, surviving spouse of Dr. James McLaren, retired local pastor, passed away on February 23, 2017. 
She was a resident of New Albany, Indiana. 

ALETHA RUTH MCVEIGH 

Pastor Aleltha Ruth McVeigh of Indianapolis, Indiana, retired local pastor formerly serving the Central 
District, died June 14, 2016. She was 86. 
Born June 9, 1930, in Lesterville, Michigan, Althea graduated from Capac High School in Michigan and 
later from Asbury College with a master’s degree in education. She served as a local pastor for United 
Methodist churches in Milton and Pershing, Indiana. 
Altetha taught elementary school in Jennings County, Indiana, for five years and then worked as a 

supervisor for Family & Social Services of Marion County in Indianapolis, Indiana, retiring in 1995. 
She is survived by her sons, Joel Hinkley and Eugene Hinkley; her sister, Vonda Orris; and her brother, Ronald McVeigh. Althea 
is buried at Memphis County Cemetery in Memphis, Michigan. 

LARRY LEROY MICHAEL 

Larry Leroy Michael, of Fort Wayne, Indiana, spouse of the Rev. Sharon Michael, died March 29, 2017, at 
age 74. 
Larry was a native of Versailles, Ohio, where he graduated from high school. He earned a Bachelor of Arts 
in chemistry from Earlham College in 1965 and a Bachelor of Science in computer science from Purdue 
University in 1968. In 1983, he was awarded a Master of Science in Business Administration from Indiana 
University. 

Larry was one of the pioneers in the computer industry, and he had been employed by National Cash Register Company, 
Lutheran Hospital, and Dana Incorporated in Fort Wayne. He worked in data processing for Norfolk Southern Railroad in 
Roanoke, Virginia, for 18 years before retiring in 2013. 
In retirement, Larry enjoyed golfing, traveling, and spending weekends away in the RV. He was a faithful member of Taylor 
Chapel United Methodist Church and parented eight foster children over time. 
Larry is survived by his wife, Sharon Michael, and daughter Cheryl (Michael Thurman) Michael. A son, Thomas, passed away at 
age 16. 
A memorial service was held on April 1, 2017, at D.O. McCombs & Sons Maplewood Park Funeral Home, followed by burial at 
Lindenwood Cemetery in Fort Wayne. 

ROBERT HAYES MILLER, JR. 

The Rev. Robert Hayes Miller, Jr., 82, retired elder and father of the Rev. Dr. Brad Miller of Honey Creek 
United Methodist Church, passed away on January 26, 2017, in Franklin, Indiana. Throughout his life, Bob 
shared the love and joy of a relationship with Jesus Christ with everyone he encountered. He ushered 
many into the faith by his witness, and he leaves a legacy of 15 men and women who entered Christian 
ministry under his influence. 
Born November 6, 1934, in New Albany, Indiana, Bob grew up in Georgetown, Floyd County, Indiana. In 

1956, he graduated from Indiana State University, where he was a charter member of Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. He married 
his college sweetheart, Norietta Ann Sparks, that same year, and they celebrated 60 years of marriage in December 2016. 
Bob began a career in education as a guidance counselor at Princeton Community High School in Princeton, Indiana, later 
working as an educational consultant and then as a guidance counselor at Indiana State University. Active in the community, 
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he was honored with the Jaycee Club Junior Chamber of Commerce Young Man of the Year award in 1965 and elected 
Optimist International Lt. Governor of the State of Indiana in 1966. 
He earned a degree from Christian Theological Seminary in 1973, and went on to become a creative, bold, and intuitive 
pastor, leader, evangelist, and missionary. He was passionate about evangelistic outreach with events, church camps, bus 
ministry, creative worship, and traveling music/ministry teams. He led many mission trips, with special interest in Native 
American missions. He had a particular heart for people in the margins of life who were often overlooked by others, a gift of 
discernment, and a way of encouraging people to exceed their potential. 
Bob served Indiana United Methodist churches in Terre Haute, Jeffersonville, Newburg, Greenfield, Scottsburg, Logansport, 
Ramsey and Indianapolis until retirement in 1998. He authored two books: “Reflections from Outside the Margins” and 
“Reflecting on Holy Moments.” After retirement, Bob and Norietta founded and led Agape Family Ministries, organizing music 
and evangelistic services across the country. In 2013, he received the Harry Denman Evangelism Award. 
An avid fan of Indiana State University Sycamore basketball, Bob was a season ticket holder for over 30 years. He enjoyed 
travel by car on mission trips as well as leisurely ones, and he especially loved to vacation and retreat to Lake Junaluska in 
North Carolina with friends and family. 
Bob is survived by his wife, Norietta Ann Sparks; children, Robert Bradley (Debbie) Miller, Barcia Lynn (José) Alejos, Balynda 
Dee (Howard) Holtzclaw, Barrie Lindsay Hooton, Benjamin David Miller; and 12 grandchildren. He was preceded in death by 
his parents. 
A celebration of life service was held on February 4, 2017, at Mt. Comfort United Methodist Church in Greenfield. Graveside 
services took place at Edwardsville Cemetery in Edwardsville, Indiana, on January 29, 2017. 

-- Special thanks to the Rev. Dr. Brad Miller, Bob’s son, for sharing 
his thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

MORRIS JONATHAN MORGAN 

The Rev. Dr. Morris J. (Jon) Morgan, 98, of Cambridge City, Indiana, retired elder, passed away at Friends 
Fellowship Community in Richmond, Indiana, on November 23, 2016. Morris is remembered as a mentor 
and a listener, a gentle and patient soul with a warm, welcoming presence who encouraged younger 
pastors, students, and all who knew him. He was affectionately known by many as “Dr. Jon.” 
He was born on December 21, 1917, and was raised in a loving family built on faith, God, values, a 
supportive church, extended family, and community. He graduated from Perrysville High School in 1936 

and from DePauw University in 1940, where he was a four-year Rector Scholar. He earned advanced degrees from Boston 
University School of Theology, completing his doctorate in philosophy of religion in 1945. Between 1947 and 1971, he taught 
at several universities in the Midwest, including Ball State University. From 1971 until his retirement in 1980, he served as 
pastor at Indiana United Methodist churches including Bethel UMC in Dunkirk, Christ United UMC in Selma, and Lincolnville 
UMC in Wabash. 
On December 25, 1941, Morris married Ruth Faucett, and they were happily married for almost 47 years before her death on 
December 19, 1988. 
Throughout his life, he had a keen interest in exploring and learning new things. Along with others, he researched the history 
of Doddridge Chapel and Cemetery in Wayne County, Indiana, and was instrumental in its addition to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2003. He enjoyed sharing facts about Abraham Lincoln with elementary school students and left each with a 
Lincoln penny to help recall those facts. He also enjoyed reading, gardening, traveling, and working jigsaw puzzles. 
In retirement, Morris was active in Kiwanis in Cambridge City, served as pastor at Straughn Community Chapel, and served as 
interim pastor at First UMC in Cambridge City. He helped to organize and then served in the Western Wayne Ministerial 
Association, and he was a volunteer chaplain at Reid Hospital for over 20 years. 
Morris is survived by his daughter, Michelle Morgan; sister, Martha Meade; sisters-in-law Margaret Morgan and Dorothy 
Morgan; and extended family and friends. In addition to his loving wife, Ruth, he was preceded in death by his parents; his 18-
month-old son, David Mark Morgan; and his brothers, Wayne Morgan and Gerald Morgan. 
A service of celebration and praise to God for his faithfulness, love, and presence in each of our lives was held on November 
29, 2016, at First United Methodist Church in Cambridge City, with burial following at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Cemetery in 
Pershing, Indiana. 

-- Special thanks to Michelle Morgan, Morris’s daughter, for 
sharing her thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 
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ANNE COCKLIN MOWER 

Anne Cocklin Mower of State College, Pennsylvania, surviving spouse of the Rev. A. Glenn Mower, Jr., 
retired elder, passed away February 19, 2017. She was 99. 
Anne was born February 26, 1917, in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, and graduated from Mechanicsburg 
High School in 1936, along with her future husband, Glenn Mower, Jr. 
After their marriage in 1939, Anne assumed most of the responsibility for managing their home and 
raising their children while Glenn pursued advanced degrees in addition to serving United Methodist 

churches. The family recalls that through countless moves, she always created a home in the parsonages in which the family 
lived. Anne encouraged her husband to travel abroad for research that led to his books on human rights and international 
relations, and she was proud of the lives her children made for themselves. 
Anne was active in women’s groups, taught Sunday School classes, and served as a Girl Scout leader. She also enjoyed bowling 
and knitting with a group on the Hanover College campus while Glenn was teaching there. In retirement, she was an active 
member of a craft group at the Park Forest Village United Methodist Church in State College. Anne was a lifelong sports fan 
and enjoyed attending sports events at Penn State University for many years. 
Anne is survived by her children: Judith Evelyn Garee; Steven Alan Mower; and A. Glenn (Donna) Mower III; and their families. 
She is also survived by her brother, Eric Cocklin. She was preceded in death by her husband, who died in January 2015. 
Services were held in early summer of 2016, followed by burial in Chestnut Hill Cemetery in Mechanicsburg. 
-- Special thanks to the Mower family for contributing their thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

MELVIN L. MOZINGO 

Pastor Melvin L. Mozingo of New Castle, Indiana, retired local pastor, died on Tuesday, February 14, 2017. 
He was 82. Known for his strong faith and gentle soul, he was dedicated to the church all of his life. 
Melvin was born on November 28, 1934, in Greensburg, Indiana, and graduated from Sandcreek High 
School in 1953. He was called to the ministry and pastored several United Methodist churches in 
Greensburg, Ogden, and New Castle, Indiana, where he served Christ’s United Methodist Church until 
retirement. 

Melvin cared deeply for his wife and children, his extended family, and his church family. He took special interest in visiting 
the sick and helping those in need of food or housing. In retirement, he continued to help church members and neighbors, 
cutting grass and snow blowing sidewalks when needed. 
He enjoyed flower and vegetable gardening, bowling, working on cars, fishing, and watching Indianapolis Colts games. In 
earlier years, he enjoying playing softball with his church league, especially pitching. He was witty, a great storyteller, and he 
loved to laugh. 
In addition to ministry, Melvin worked in fiberglass production, doing research/development and maintenance for over 28 
years. He was employed by Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company in Shelbyville, Indiana, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 1953-1981; 
Royce Industries 1982-1992; and Richmond State Hospital from 1980 through 2002. He was honored by these organizations 
for his years of service as well as for his community work. 
Melvin is survived by his children: Melvin Boyd (April) Mozingo; Freida Mozingo; and Randy (Shari) Mozingo; seven 
grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; three siblings; and their families. He was preceded in death by his wife, Anna New 
Mozingo, on August 15, 2001. He was also preceded in death by two siblings. 
Services were held on February 18, 2017, in Dublin, Indiana, with burial at Hope Cemetery in Hope, Indiana. 

-- Special thanks to Freida Mozingo, Melvin’s daughter, for sharing 
her thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

OMER L. NISLEY 

The Rev. Omer L. Nisley, 82, retired elder of the former North Indiana Conference, died November 26, 
2016, at his home in Port Orange, Florida. 
Born in Elkhart County, Indiana, on August 8, 1934, Omer graduated from Topeka High School in Topeka, 
Indiana. He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree from Bluffton College and a Master of Divinity from 
Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana. 
Later in his life, he was ordained as an elder in the United Methodist Church and served several Indiana 

churches that included Island Chapel UMC, Richville UMC, Brimfield UMC, Valparaiso UMC, and Hanna UMC. 
Omer also worked in sales and marketing for L.E. Johnson Products, Inc., in Elkhart. He was a member of St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church in Goshen, Indiana, as well as a member Goshen Masonic Lodge and Kiwanis Sunriser’s Club. After he 
moved to Florida in 2013, he attended Covenant United Methodist Church in Port Orange and was active in many church 
activities. 
Omer was formerly married to Elizabeth Diller, and they had two daughters. On September 24, 1976, Omer married Idamae 
Woods, who preceded him in death. 
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He is survived by his daughters, Elaine (Kevin) Kinion and Evelyn (Mark) Stone; and their families; stepdaughter, Linda (Pat) 
Harrington; stepsons, Douglas (Cathy) Everingham, Stephen (Linda) Everingham, Ron (Pam) Everingham, Phil (Mary) 
Everingham, Richard (Kim) Everingham, Greg (Carola) Everingham; and their families. He is also survived by a brother, Jon 
Nisley. In addition to his wife, Omer was preceded in death by his parents and his stepmother. 
A funeral service was held at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Goshen on December 1, 2016, followed by burial at 
Oakridge Cemetery in Goshen. 

PHYLLIS OAKES 

Dr. Phyllis Estelle Brown Oakes, surviving spouse of the Rev. Dr. Henry “Hank” N. Oakes, Jr., retired elder, 
passed away on February 28, 2017, at her home in Wilmington, North Carolina. She was 79. 
Born July 30, 1937, Phyllis grew up in Aurora, Indiana, graduating at the top of her class from Aurora High 
School. She went on to earn dual bachelor’s degrees in Spanish and English from Indiana University. She 
received her master’s degree in elementary education from Purdue University in 1977 and her doctorate 
in early childhood education from Indiana State University in 1988. 

Phyllis married Hank on February 14, 1959, and he preceded her in death in 2012. As the wife of a United Methodist pastor, 
she supported her husband for many years in New Jersey, Indiana, and Kentucky. 
She was a lifelong educator. In 1982, she established a childcare center in Greencastle, Indiana, and served as its director and 
head teacher. Later, she became a professor at Morehead State University, where she taught early childhood education 1988-
2001. She also taught as an adjunct professor at the University of Cincinnati, Brunswick County (North Carolina) Community 
College, and at the University of North Carolina-Wilmington. In 2000, she taught at the Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing 
and at Guangxi Normal University in Guilin, China, along with her husband. 
She served as president of the Indiana chapter of the National Association for the Education of Young Children and published 
her re- search on early childhood education in many scholarly publications. 
Phyllis is survived by her daughters, Elizabeth Oakes Harmon and Holly Brooks; her brother, Paul Brown; and her 
grandchildren. 
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her parents; her brothers, Forrest Gene Brown and Wayne Douglas 
Brown; and her granddaughter, Natalie Elizabeth Pegram. 
A memorial service was held March 4, 2017, at Wrightsville Beach United Methodist Church in Wrightsville Beach, North 
Carolina, where Phyllis was a longtime member. 

MARTHA L. OECHSLE 

Martha L. Slagg Oechsle, 89, spouse of the Rev. Harold Oechsle, retired elder, passed away February 13, 
2017, in Fort Wayne, Indiana, with her family by her side. She was known for her acceptance of one and 
all, and she had the gift of hospitality. 
Martha was born in Washburn, North Dakota. She earned a bachelor’s degree from Taylor University in 
1951 and later completed her master’s degree at Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. 
Martha taught school in Maryland, 

North Dakota, and Indiana. For a time, she also served as a preschool director in Winamac, Indiana. 
Martha was a member of Covenant United Methodist Church in Fort Wayne, United Methodist Women, Adventurers, and 
Parkview Senior Club. She was involved with missions to children and youth locally, nationally, and internationally. She also 
loved supporting local arts, reading, and cooking, but her greatest joy was spending time with her family. 
Harold Oechsle, Martha’s husband of 66 years, survives. Martha also is survived by their children: Elaine (David) Stowell; 
Barbara Oechsle; Douglas Oechsle; Janis (Kevin) Davidson; daughter-of-the-heart Joyce Rinker; and their families. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, three brothers, and one sister. 
A memorial service was held at Covenant United Methodist Church in Fort Wayne, with burial following in Green Hill 
Cemetery, Columbia City, Indiana. 

-- Special thanks to the Rev. Harold Oechsle for sharing his 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

BEVERLY PARROTT 

Beverly Alley Hall Houze Parrott, 86, spouse of Pastor Roger Parrott, retired local pastor, passed away on 
February 19, 2017, in Clarksville, Indiana. Beverly influenced many people and was able to touch their 
hearts and inspire them to be the best that they could be. She will be deeply missed by her loving family, 
friends, and her community. 
Born in Evanston, Illinois, Beverly was raised in Danville, Indiana. She graduated from Danville High School 
and attended DePauw University. She earned a bachelor’s degree in education from Urbana University in 

1971 and her master’s degree from Purdue University. 
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Beverly taught elementary school in Indiana and Ohio for 36 years. She taught at Jefferson-Craig Elementary School in Vevay, 
Indiana, for 28 years, retiring in 1997. She also served as curriculum director for the Switzerland County School Corporation 
from 1997 to 2001. She was honored with the Switzerland Teacher of the Year award and was a semi-finalist for Indiana 
Teacher of the Year in 1981. She was president of Switzerland County Classroom Teachers Association for 10 years. She was 
also a member of the Retired Teachers Association. 
Beverly was a past president of Vevay Tri-Kappa and Vevay-Switzerland Foundation. She was also a past president and 
associate member of the Eggleston Club and Vevay Kiwanis International club. She was past secretary for the Switzerland 
County Community Foundation and served on the board of directors. She also helped establish the local YMCA and served on 
the board of directors in 2001. 
Beverly married Roger D. Parrott on August 9, 2003, and he survives. She was predeceased by her first husband, H. William 
Hall, and her second husband, Fred H. “Bud” Houze, Sr. 
She was a United Methodist Church Certified Lay Speaker. A former member of Ruter Chapel UMC in Vevay, she was a Sunday 
School teacher and lay leader from 1995 to 2001. She was a member of Aberdeen UMC in Bennington, Indiana, where she 
taught Sunday School, and an associate member of First Christian Church in Madison, Indiana. 
In addition to her husband, Beverly is survived by her children: H. William “Bill” Hall II and his fiancée, Sharon Alspaugh; 
Barbara Hayes and her husband, George; Nancy Hall and her partner, Becky Owens; Janet Springer and her companion, 
Graham Watland; David A. Hall and his wife, Fion; her stepson, Roger Lewis Parrott and his wife, Rayna; and their families. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, her daughter-in-law, Debra Hall, and her brother, James Alley, Jr. 
Funeral services were conducted February 25, 2017, at Haskell & Morrison Funeral Home in Vevay, followed by interment at 
Vevay Cemetery. 

DOROTHY PATE 

Dorothy “Dottie” Ethelyn Seest Pate of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 88, passed away on November 26, 2016. 
She was the surviving spouse of the Rev. Dr. Bart Carter Pate. 
Dorothy was born September 19, 1928, in Newburg, Missouri. She earned a bachelor’s degree at Indiana 
University in 1950 and a master’s degree at Hartford Seminary in 1956. 
She served as a United Methodist missionary in Hiroshima, Japan, 1950-1953, and taught at the Hiroshima 
Jogakuin Girls’ School. While in Japan, Dorothy was awarded a trophy recognizing her as the shuffleboard 

champion of the Pacific. She later retired from Tennessee Valley Authority. 
Dorothy had a passion for coordinating Sunday School educational materials for churches. In her leisure time, she enjoyed 
playing the piano and being a member of the Murray Hills Garden Club. 
She is survived by her children: Russell M. Pate, Robert N. Page, and Gretchen Pate Hail; and her grandchildren. She is also 
survived by her brother, Carl Seest, and several nieces and nephews. 
Graveside services were held November 29, 2016, at Hamilton Memorial Gardens in Chattanooga. 

RAYMOND E. PIERSON 

The Rev. Raymond E. Pierson of Knoxville, Tennessee, 95, retired elder of the former South Indiana 
Conference, passed away on December 8, 2016, in Knoxville. 
Born in Kinder, Louisiana, on November 2, 1921, Ray was the ninth of eleven children. He grew up on the 
family farm and attended school in Kinder. During those years, he began attending church regularly with 
his family, which contributed to his call to ministry later in life. 
Ray attended Asbury College, now Asbury University, where he met and later married Martha Shull in 

1947. Ray earned a bachelor’s degree from Southwestern Louisiana Institute of Liberal and Technical Learning, now University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette, in 1950. Through the generosity of a man in his community who offered to pay for his education, 
Ray enrolled in Candler School of Theology at Emory University and was awarded his Master of Divinity in 1954. 
Overcoming a physical disability, Ray served in ministry for over 50 years at United Methodist churches in Louisiana, and then 
with Indiana congregations in Connersville, Evansville, New Albany, Sheridan, and Indianapolis. His family recalls the large 
vegetable gardens he raised for that helped to feed his growing family. In retirement, Ray and Martha moved to Crossville, 
Tennessee, where he wrote a weekly column for the “Crossville Chronicle” for many years. 
Ray is survived by his wife of 69 years, Martha Shull Pierson, and their children: Paul Timothy (Judy Smith) Pierson; James 
Marcus Pierson; Mary Kathryn (Patrick) Jenkins; David Leon Pierson; Rebekah Faye (Ed) Pierson-Treacy; and their families. He 
is also survived by his sister, Grace Francis. Ray was preceded in death by three brothers and six sisters. 
Services were held December 10, 2016, at First United Methodist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

 

 

Indiana Annual Conference -- 2017

Page 321



MARTHETTA M. REDDIX 

Marthetta M. Reddix, 87, surviving spouse of the Rev. John Wayne Reddix, retired elder of the former 
North Indiana Conference, passed away May 15, 2016, in Mulberry, Indiana. 
Marthetta was born May 12, 1929, in Akron, Colorado. On October 27, 1948, she married John W. Reddix, 
and he preceded her in death April 23, 1999. 
For 34 years, Marthetta and John served various Indiana United Methodist congregations. They relocated 
to Sierra Vista, Arizona, where Marthetta retired from Sierra Vista Schools, and later returned to 

Mulberry, Indiana. A member of both Mulberry United Methodist Church and Sierra Vista United Methodist Church, she 
enjoyed knitting, crocheting, and working in the yard. 
Marthetta is survived by her son, Paul (Sandy) Reddix; her grandchildren; her brother, Ross (Ruth) Vance; and sister-in-law, 
Viviane Vance. In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by her parents; one daughter, Mary Ann; and one 
brother, LaDene Vance, Jr. 
A funeral service was held on May 19, 2016, at Genda Funeral Home Mulberry Chapel in Mulberry, with later inurnment in 
Sierra Vista, Arizona. 

KENNETH E. REED 

The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Eugene Reed of Franklin, Indiana, and Fort Myers Beach, Florida, died January 2, 
2017, at the age of 88. A retired elder, he is remembered as a compassionate, gentle, quiet leader who led 
by example and friendship, remained open to new ideas, and felt his work for the Lord was never finished. 
Ken was born in Powell County, Kentucky, on March 24, 1928. He graduated from F. J. Reitz High School in 
Evansville, Indiana, in 1946, and he served in the U.S. Navy aboard the USS Scania during World War II. 
Following military service, he earned a Bachelor of Science in elementary education from the University of 

Evansville. He went on to earn a bachelor’s degree in sacred theology and a doctorate in psychology and counseling from 
Boston University. 
He was appointed to Methodist Hospital of Indiana from 1958 to 2000, serving first as an assistant chaplain; later as director 
of Chaplaincy Services; and retiring as Senior Vice President for Values, Ethics, Social Responsibility, & Pastoral Services after 
42 years. During his tenure, he served on the hospital’s Medical Ethics Committee, established a celebrated clinical pastoral 
education program and pastoral care services in outpatient locations in the Indianapolis area, and developed Buchanan 
Counseling Center. When three major Indianapolis hospitals merged, he played a key role in drafting a values statement that 
remains part of that consolidation agreement today. 
Over time, he was honored by organizations such as The United Methodist Association, Association of Pastoral Care, and 
Association of Clinical Pastoral Education. His most recent recognition was a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Methodist 
Health Foundation in Indianapolis. 
Ken was active in his local community, assisting individuals through private psychology practice, providing grief counseling 
and publications, volunteering for local homeless programs, and serving as chaplain of the San Carlos Bay Power Squadron in 
Fort Myers, Florida. After retirement, he developed “Healing Through Grieving,” a bereavement program that has been used 
by churches, hospitals, and retirement homes across the country. Through the years, he was a member of Meridian Street 
United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, Grace United Methodist Church in Franklin, and Faith United Methodist Church in 
Fort Myers. He was a lifelong learner who also enjoyed time with family and friends, traveling, sailing, and reading. 
In 1948, he married Alinda “Linda” Rogers, who preceded him in death in 1988. They had two children: Deborah Reed Fletcher 
and Michael Kent Reed. He married Sandra Drummond in 2002, and she survives. In addition to his wife and children, he is 
survived by his brothers, Elvin and Roger; 5 stepchildren, 17 grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren, and 6 great-great 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his brother, Chester, and his sister, Thelma. 
A celebration of life service was held in Wright Memorial Chapel at the Franklin United Methodist Community in Franklin on 
January 9, 2017. Funeral services were held at Flanner and Buchanan—Washington Park East on January 10, 2017. His 
remains rest at Hamilton Park Cemetery, Noblesville, Indiana, and in the Gulf of Mexico waters, where he loved to sail. 

-- Special thanks to Sandra Reed, Ken’s spouse, for sharing 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

ETSU REID 

Etsu Reid, surviving spouse of the Rev. J. David Reid, retired elder of the former North Indiana Conference, passed away on 
August 25, 2016. She was a resident of California. 

JANET ROBBINS 

The Rev. Janet Carole Robbins, 81, retired elder, passed away on March 31, 2017, in Bloomington, Indiana. 
She was born in Anderson, Indiana, on July 13, 1935. She loved her family, enjoyed reading, and she held a master’s degree in 
theology with emphasis on Biblical history. 
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Janet served various congregations in Indiana, including Simpson Chapel UMC; Medora UMC; Hazelton UMC; Freedom UMC; 
Cannelton UMC; Mackey UMC; Salem UMC; Forsythe UMC in Oakland City; Springs Valley UMC in French Like, and Mt. 
Lebanon UMC in Greenfield. She was currently attending Cross Roads United Methodist Church in Bloomington. 
Janet is survived by her husband, Earl Robbins; her children, Sheryl Price and Terry (Linda) Robbins; and her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by two sons, Mike Price and Danny Robbins, and two children in infancy, 
Thomas and Pamela Price. She was also preceded in death by her sister, Barbara Woodward, and her brother, Robert Shotts. 
A funeral service was held April 4, 2017, at Deremiah Frye Mortuary, Green and Harrell Chapel in Bloomington, and 
entombment followed at Valhalla Memory Gardens Mausoleum in Bloomington. 
 

LEWIS E. RUMAN 

The Rev. Lewis E. Ruman, 80, retired elder of the former North Indiana Conference and father-in-law to 
the Rev. Ken Wells, pastor at Washington United Methodist Church, died February 16, 2017, at his home in 
Battle Ground, Indiana. 
Lewis was born November 7, 1936, in Kokomo, Indiana. He married Dixie Lee Wilson on June 1, 1958, in 
Camden, Indiana, and they had four children. Lewis earned a bachelor’s degree from Indiana University at 
Kokomo, and later, a master’s degree from United Theological Seminary. Leaving his livelihood as a farmer 

to answer the call to ministry in 1971, he served northern Indiana United Methodist churches for 28 years. 
He contributed to the communities he served in many ways: serving as a volunteer firefighter; helping parishioners with field 
work and construction; sharing in local programs at nursing homes; and participating in festivals and events, which included 
portraying a circuit rider in national and state bicentennial celebrations. 
Lewis was passionate about outdoor ministries. He arranged church camps and served as a counselor and director. He 
donated labor in work camps in Henderson, Kentucky, and Liberia, Africa, where he helped build classrooms. He financially 
supported several missions in Africa. 
Lewis was witty, a “consummate punster,” and he is remembered for his willingness to “clown around.” He enjoyed exploring 
America with his family, whether in a van, tent, pop-up, trailer, or RV. He and his wife Dixie visited every state in the United 
States. He was an avid fisherman, enjoyed tinkering, and once restored a ’55 Chevy. 
Lewis had a heart for ministry in rural churches where he could connect with people and the land. He was a reserved person 
but was steadfast in his visitation practices and had a sincere desire to comfort others. He worked to develop fellowship 
within every congregation he served, and his family believes he would wish to be remembered for these things. 
In addition to his wife of 58 years, Lewis is survived by his children: Dee Ann (Ken) Wells; Cindy (Lambert Deckers) Ruman; Eric 
Ruman; Jay (Betty) Ruman; and their families. He was preceded in death by his parents and his sister, June Phillips. 
Funeral services were held on February 20, 2017, at Battle Ground United Methodist Church in Battle Ground. Interment 
followed at Battle Ground Cemetery. 

-- Special thanks to Cindy Ruman, Lewis’s daughter, for sharing her 
thoughts and remembrances for this memorial. 

ROBERT L. SACHS 

The Rev. Robert Lee Sachs, 92, retired elder, passed away June 27, 2016, at the Franklin United Methodist 
Community in Franklin, Indiana. A many who cared about and worked with people of all backgrounds, 
Robert was an accessible pastor, one who listened to others, and one who worked at making the world a 
better place. 
Robert was born May 4, 1924, in Indianapolis, Indiana. He graduated from Arsenal Technical High School in 
1942 and from University of Indianapolis in 1946 with majors in mathematics and history. He earned a 

Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary, an M.A. in Christian education and social work from 
McCormick Theological Seminary, and an M.S. in education from Indiana University. 
For over 40 years, Robert served Indiana churches in Greenwood, Lafayette, Medora, Connersville, Bloomington, Evansville, 
Terre Haute, and Indianapolis. His ministry in Evangelical United Brethren and United Methodist churches extended the social 
message of the church from its walls into the streets of the community, a commitment that was very important to him. His 
work with The Outreach Ministry, 1968-1974, in Evansville, Indiana, enabled him to become a voice for the poor, particularly 
with regard to housing, and was especially meaningful to him. 
Robert’s community involvement included serving on the Evansville Human Rights Commission; serving on the board of the 
Indiana Juvenile Justice Task Force, including four years as president; and acting as a proponent of the establishment and 
operation of agencies such as the United Methodist Youth Home in Evansville. He was also instrumental in establishing a 
neighborhood methadone clinic within the church’s walls. He was a disciplinarian who led a disciplined life, held himself and 
others responsible for their actions, and often shared that while it is nice to be liked, what is important is earning the respect 
of others. 
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Robert was preceded in death by his wife, Anita, who facilitated his ministry with loving support. His grandson, Daniel, 
Disseler, and two great-grandchildren also preceded him in death. He is survived by his son, Robert Lee Sachs II; his daughters, 
Jane (Tim) White, Dr. Jean (Steve) Disseler), and Joan (Chris) Casson; and their families. 
Robert enjoyed attending football and basketball games at the University of Indianapolis as well as watching sporting events 
on television. 
A memorial service was held on July 1, 2016, at Singleton Community Mortuary and Memorial Center in Indianapolis with 
burial following in Memorial Park Cemetery. 

-- Special thanks to Robert Lee Sachs II, Robert’s son, for sharing his 
thoughts and memories for this memorial. 

RALPH SAMUEL STEELE 

The Rev. Dr. Ralph Samuel Steele of Valparaiso, Indiana, 92, retired elder and former superintendent of the Calumet and Terre 
Haute Districts, died October 1, 2016. 
Born in Marathon, Ohio, Ralph attended school in West Union, Ohio, and entered Butler University in 1942. He transferred to 
DePauw University in 1946, graduating cum laude, and then attended Boston University School of Theology, graduating in 
1949 as president of his class. 
After ordination, Ralph served Bethel United Methodist Church in Indianapolis, Indiana, and UMC churches in Danville and 
South Bend before appointment as Terre Haute District Superintendent from 1964 to 1968. Between 1968 and 1980, he 
pastored churches in Hammond and Valparaiso, and then served as Calumet District Superintendent from 1980 to 1984. Ralph 
returned to First UMC in Valparaiso in 1984 and served there until his retirement in 1989. 
Ralph served on the board of trustees of DePauw University, and in 1974, DePauw awarded him an honorary Doctor of 
Divinity. He also served on the board of Methodist Hospital. He served the Conference in several capacities and was pleased 
and honored to lead the Indiana delegation to the Uniting Conference in Dallas in 1968. 
In retirement, Ralph worked in marketing and as a regional director of Educational Opportunities Travel Company. A highlight 
of that time occurred in 1994, when Ralph and his wife, Myrene, escorted 906 people on a two-week trip to the Holy Land. 
Ralph enjoyed being a pastor, visiting in homes, and meeting with new people and other clergy. Preparation and preaching 
were very important to him. As a district superintendent, he missed the closeness of a local congregation, but he was a good 
pastor to pastors and helped to bring about important changes in the districts by his leadership. Among his interests were 
nature, reading, gardening, photography, and travel. A cottage he built with his wife, children, and friends on Bass Lake in 
Traverse City, Michigan, was very special to him. 
Ralph leaves behind his beloved wife of 70 years, Myrene Liverett Steele; his children: Richard (Leah); John (Carol); and their 
families. Also surviving is his brother, Lowell (Jean). He was preceded in death by his sisters, Genevieve (Jack) Unger and Loree 
Steele. 
A service of celebration was held at First United Methodist Church of Valparaiso on October 8, 2016, followed by interment at 
Angel Crest Cemetery in Valparaiso. 

-- Special thanks to Myrene Steele, Ralph’s wife, and John Steele, their 
son, for sharing their thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

LENA SWAN 

Lena Swan, 92, surviving spouse of the Rev. Kenneth Swan, associate member, passed away on February 8, 2017. She was a 
resident of Marion, Indiana. 
A funeral service was held February 11, 2017, at The First Church of the Nazarene in Marion. 

WILLIAM L. TRESSLAR 

The Rev. Dr. William “Bill” Larry Tresslar, retired elder, passed away on April 27, 2017 in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, at age 84. He is remembered as a pastor who was blessed by those he served and who served 
them well. 
For 38 years, Bill pastored United Methodist churches central Indiana, including Fillmore UMC; Amo UMC; 
Salem UMC; Veedersburg UMC; Shiloh UMC; Jamestown UMC; Middletown Honey Creek UMC; Fletcher 
Place UMC and Center UMC in Indianapolis. 

Born August 18, 1932, Bill attended Vincennes University and Butler University, and he earned his doctorate in ministry from 
Christian Theological Seminary. A hobbyist of many interests, he was a photographer, a master wood turner, an inventor, a 
mechanic, an electronics enthusiast, and a magician. He loved good science fiction, Bach’s classical music, and he enjoyed 
philosophical discussions. He saw potential in everyone and everything. His favorite quotation was from William 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”: “This above all; to thine own self be true: And it must follow, as the night the day, thou canst not 
then be false to any man.” 
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Bill is survived by his wife off 55 years, Betty Sue Miller Tresslar; his daughters, Shannon Sue (Terry) Dodson, Karen Valerie 
(Mark) Wolf; his grandchildren; and his great-granddaughter. He was preceded in death by his parents and his infant 
grandson. 
Services were held on May 6, 2017, at North United Methodist Church in Indianapolis with burial following at Bethel United 
Methodist Cemetery in Indianapolis. 

-- Special thanks to Betty Sue Tressler, Bill’s wife, for sharing 
memories for this remembrance. 

EVA LENA THOMPSON 

Eva Lena Thompson, 90, Owensville, Indiana, spouse of the Rev. Orion Tarrell Thompson, retired elder, 
passed away February 27, 2017, in Owensville. 
Lena was born on June 22, 1926, and she married Tarrell Thompson, on July 10, 1946. Lena was a member 
of Owensville United Methodist Church and loved doing missionary work. 
Lena is survived by Tarrell, her loving husband of 70 years; her children, Annetta Prieshoff, Ronald 
Thompson, and David Thompson; and their families. She is also survived by her sister, Priscilla Baggett, and 

brothers, David Hurt and Jack Hurt. In addition to her parents, Lena was preceded in death by seven brothers and sisters. 
Services were held March 3, 2017, at Stodghill Funeral Home in Fort Branch, Indiana, with burial in Walnut Hill Cemetery in 
Fort Branch. 

CHRISY L. TIPTON 

Chrisy L. Tipton of Vincennes, Indiana, spouse of the Rev. Bob Tipton, senior pastor of Plainville United 
Methodist Church and Alford United Methodist Church, passed away on December 2, 2016, at age 60. 
Chrisy was born January 3, 1956, in Belleville, Illinois, and she married Bob Tipton on June 11, 1992. A 
compassionate, dedicated woman of God with a wide variety of talents, Chrisy taught music for the 
Vincennes Community School Corporation for 30 years. She was affiliated with the Church of God and the 
United Methodist church, which she blessed with her music ministry. 

She is remembered as a calm presence, a healer, and “one of those people who could do anything.” She was always willing to 
step in and lend a helping hand whenever and wherever needed. She loved music, animals, crocheting, and her three 
“grandbaby boys.” She also loved working with essential oils, and in retirement, worked at Natural Blessings Health Food 
Store in Vincennes. 
In addition to her husband, Chrisy is survived by her mother, Sondra Andrews; her daughter, Sarah (Shane) Lowery; her 
grandchildren, Matthew, Eli, and Benjamin Lowery; her sisters, Laury Hall and Kathy Placker; and extended family. 
Services were held on December 6, 2016, at Goodwin Family Funeral Home in Vincennes, with burial in Memorial Park 
Cemetery. 

--Special thanks to Sarah Lowery, Chrisy and Bob’s daughter, for 
sharing her thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

A. JOSEPHINE UNDERWOOD 

A. Josephine Wright Underwood of New Albany, Indiana, spouse of the Rev. Harold E. Underwood, retired 
elder, passed away December 14, 2016, at age 95. 
Josephine was born in Linton, Indiana. She was a homemaker and a member of Ohio Falls United 
Methodist Church. 
Josephine is survived by her husband of 77 years, Harold Underwood; her children, H. Max (Bonnie) 
Underwood, R. Anthony Underwood, Timothy G. (Jo) Underwood; Rita J. Underwood (Bill) Stites; and their 

families. She was preceded in death by her parents, two sisters, and her great-grandson, Luke Hancock. 
A memorial service was held at Seabrook Dieckmann & Naville Funeral Home on December 14, 2016, followed by interment 
at Graceland Memorial Park in New Albany. 

ROYAL H. VOELLER 

The Rev. Royal H. Voeller, 87, pastor of Evangelical United Methodist Church in Morocco, Indiana, passed away, surrounded 
by loving family, at his home in Morocco on January 17, 2017. Royal was known as a kind, gentle man and a loving, faithful 
pastor. 
Born in Harvard, Illinois on October 20, 1929, Royal attended public schools in Harvard. He served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II in Japan. On June 8, 1949, he married the love of his life, Erma J. Kazort, and after 57 years of marriage, she 
preceded him in death in 2006. 
Royal earned his master’s degree from North Central Bible Institute, now North Central University, in 1961. He served as 
pastor of Evangelical UMC for many years. In his leisure time, he enjoyed spending time with friends and family, riding ATVs, 
and ice fishing. 
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He is survived by his children: Howard (Susan) Voeller; Timothy Voeller; Cindy Sell; Rhonda (Benny) Quisenberry; and Jennifer 
Bower; and their families. He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Erma, two brothers, and one sister. 
A memorial service was held on January 17, 2017, at Evangelical United Methodist Church in Morocco. 

ELIZABETH BARFIELD WALTERS 

Elizabeth Barfield “Betty” Walters, Franklin, Indiana, surviving spouse of the Rev. Summer Lewis Walters, 
Jr., retired elder, passed away on December 19, 2016, in Franklin, Indiana, at 82 years of age. She was a 
member of Grace United Methodist Church in Franklin. 
Betty was born August 4, 1934, in Atlanta, Georgia. She graduated from Central High School in Jackson, 
Mississippi, and she earned a master’s degree in social work from Indiana University. She married 
Summer L. Walters on May 30, 1957, and he preceded her in death on October 21, 2010. 

Betty was a social worker in the mental and medical health fields for many years. She also worked for International Adoption 
Services. 
Betty is survived by her daughter, Grace Walters (Timothy) Hamilton; sons John (Ruth) Walters and Paul Walters; her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and two sisters. 
A celebration of life service was held January 14, 2017, at Wright Memorial Chapel, Franklin United Methodist Community, in 
Franklin, followed by inurnment followed at Grace United Methodist Church. 

C. ANNE WEBER 

Cheryl Anne Weber, 87, spouse of the Rev. Henry Weber, retired elder of the former North Indiana 
Conference and mother of the Rev. Dr. Derek C. Weber, senior pastor, Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, died June 23, 2016, in Paris, Tennessee. 
Anne was known for her unwavering kindness and patience as well as her commitment and passion for 
the work of the church. Her family observed that “Anne was the daughter, wife, sister, and mother of 
United Methodist clergy. And she was the equal to them all.” 

She was born February 5, 1929, in Whitesville, Tennessee. She earned her bachelor’s degree in education from Lambuth 
College, graduating summa cum laude, and went on to teach high school math in Indiana and Tennessee for many years. 
Anne served in many areas of ministry, with a special interest in United Methodist Women. While in Indiana, she served in 
varied positions, including president of the Conference UMW and dean of the School of Christian Mission. She was a beloved 
Sunday School teacher as well as a scout leader and tireless volunteer for churches all over northern Indiana. Returning to 
Paris, Tennessee, she continued to serve First UMC and the community in many volunteer roles. In 2002, she was honored 
with the President’s Volunteer Service Award. 
Anne had a brilliant mind, and she could teach complex ideas, whether math or theology, to high schoolers and lay members 
alike. Her family observed that she used her intellect in teaching and leading and used her compassion and patience almost 
daily in dealing with congregations. She became a wonderful cook, known for her biscuits and Texas sheet cake. She was 
faithful to the purpose of the UMW and led congregations to be missional in their approach to the wider community. 
She married Henry Weber on May 27, 1951, and he survives. She is also survived by four children: Tricia Elise Weber (David 
Hines); Henry George (Carlene) Weber; Derek C. (LaDonna) Weber, and Jason Michael (Will Ball) Weber; and four 
grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents and her firstborn son, Stephen Reese Weber, who died in 1956 at 
four years of age. 
Anne was a gardener and a mom. She loved the beauty of the flowers and plants, and she loved caring for, feeding, 
supporting, and encouraging not only her own kids but any who came into her sphere of influence. She was faithful, rigorous, 
patient, kind, hospitable, proud of her husband and family, and would want to be remembered as a servant of her Lord and a 
tireless worker in the church. 
Services were held at First United Methodist Church in Paris, Tennessee, on June 28, 2016, with burial following at 
Maplewood Cemetery in Paris. 

--Special thanks to Derek Weber, Anne’s son, for sharing his 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

LOIS ESTHER WEIGAND 

Lois Esther Weigand, 90, surviving spouse of the Rev. Thomas Weigand, passed away November 5, 2016, 
surrounded by loving family. She is remembered as a kind, genuine, caring person who put the needs of 
others before her own and, with a quiet strength grounded in her faith, held family and friends together in 
times of crisis. 
Lois was born August 12, 1926, in Monroe, Michigan. She married Thomas Weigand on September 14, 
1946. 

She was a true partner in ministry with her husband, and together they served churches of the former North Indiana 
Conference for over 50 years. 
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Lois was director of emergency services at the Elkhart County American Red Cross for 23 years. She worked with victims of 
fires and disasters, training and coordinating volunteers, and worked with military families to support them in times of need. 
A member of Trinity United Methodist Church in Elkhart, Lois was active in various roles in United Methodist Women. 
Musically gifted and with a love of music that continued until her passing, she taught piano and served as accompanist in 
church services when needed. She had a special interest in children and loved teaching Sunday School and leading children’s 
groups. She was a 48-year member of P.E.O. International Sisterhood and the local chapter of BG in Elkhart. She was also an 
avid fan of the Indiana Pacers and never missed an Indianapolis Colts game. 
Lois truly believed in The United Methodist Church’s watchwords: open hearts, open minds, open doors. She believed all 
should be welcome in the church regardless of differences. In his eulogy, Lois’s son Mark shared these thoughts: “In a time 
when the world seems divided, I think the best tribute to mom that we could give is to hold out our arms for others regardless 
of how different they may appear and embrace and support each other. That would be the mark of a true Christian and the 
best tribute to mom that we could give.” 
Survivors include four children: Marcia (William) Carothers; Mark Weigand; Timothy Weigand; and Tricia (Darrin) Pollachek; 
and their families, whom she cherished along with all her extended family. Preceding her in death were her husband, Thomas; 
brother, the Rev. Lawrence R. Taylor, Jr.; and a sister, Patricia Anderson. 
A service of thanksgiving and celebration of life was held on November 12, 2016, at Richville United Methodist Church in 
Ligonier, Indiana. 

-- Special thanks to Mark Weigand, Lois’s son, for sharing his 
thoughts and memories for this remembrance. 

A. FLOYD WILEY 

Alvin “Floyd” Wiley, Jr., 79, of New Castle, Indiana, spouse of the Rev. Carol Wiley of Spiceland United 
Methodist Church, passed away March 8, 2017. He was 79. 
Floyd was born September 13, 1937, in Shelby County, Indiana, and he married Carol Ruth Matthews on 
June 17, 1956. He was a U.S. Navy veteran, having served at Annapolis, Maryland and later Portsmouth, 
Rhode Island. He was the director of engineering for 30 years at Schnadig Corporation in both Chicago 
and Rushville, Indiana, manufacturing plants. He was also an agent for Prudential Life Insurance Company 

and previously served as manager at Quality Connection in Sulphur Springs, Indiana, for several years. 
Floyd was devoted to his wife’s ministry and served as her secretary. He served on UMC district and conference committees 
for many years, and he was always willing to serve wherever needed in his local church. He recently became an oblate of St. 
Meinrad Archabbey along with his wife. He was a member of Spiceland United Methodist Church, Everton Lions Club, 
Fountain City Antique Car Club, and past president of Rushville Rotary Club. He enjoyed yard work, fishing, and antique cars. 
Floyd is survived by his wife of 60 years, Carol; his children, Paul David (Mellody) Wiley,Terri Lynn (Tom) Ewigleben, and 
Christopher Jay (Debbie) Wiley; and their families. He is also survived by two brothers, Larry Wiley and John Wiley; a sister, 
Anna Mae Grimes; and extended family. His beloved Great Pyrenees, Micah and Vonley, and cats, Tiger Lilly and Lucy, also 
survive. He was preceded in death by his parents and his younger brother, Patrick Wiley. 
Services were held on March 13, 2017, at Hinsey-Brown Funeral Service in New Castle. Military rites were conducted by a 
contingency from the U.S. Navy, American Legion, and Veterans of Foreign Wars. Burial followed at East Hill Cemetery in 
Rushville, Indiana. 

STELLA YEAGER 

Stella “Jean” Yeager, 87, surviving spouse of the Rev. J. Richard Yeager, passed away on April 3, 2017, in 
Westfield, Indiana. 
She was born March 21, 1930, in Bowling Green, Kentucky. In 1947, Jean married Richard “Dick” Yeager, 
the young pastor of her family’s United Methodist church, and they were happily married for 59 years, 
living in Indiana, Connecticut, and Tennessee. 
Jean served as a minister’s wife for 23 years and took on many leadership roles in the church. Her work 

included making artwork for regional conferences for the former South Indiana Conference. She also worked as a preschool 
teacher both at Castleton United Methodist Church Nursery School in Indianapolis and in Tennessee. 
Jean had a great love for children. Her other interests included crafts, interior decorating, world travel, theater, civil rights, 
and educational classes of all kinds. She was known to be gentle, intuitive, thoughtful, artistic, and loving. 
Jean is survived by her children: Stephen (Lona); Kim (Kathy Leising); and Tami (Morgan Kelly); and their families. She was 
preceded in death by her husband; her sisters, Ruth Bumpus and Anne Eastham; and her brother, B.E. Walden, Jr. 
A memorial service was held on April 8, 2017, at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Indianapolis. As she asked, her urn was 
placed alongside Dick’s in the Asbury United Methodist Church columbarium in Columbus, Indiana. 
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DENNIS CLIFFORD ZETTERBERG 

The Rev. Dennis Clifford Zetterberg of Arcadia, Indiana, retired elder, passed away on February 21, 2017, in Noblesville, 
Indiana. He was 69. 
Dennis was born January 21, 1948, in Noblesville, Indiana. He graduated from Hamilton Heights High School in 1966, and after 
high school, he proudly served in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts from Indiana Central College, now University of Indianapolis, and his Master of Divinity from 
United Theological Seminary. He pastored a number of Indiana United Methodist churches and was serving Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Arcadia, Indiana, at the time of his death. 
Dennis loved interacting with his grandchildren and greatly enjoyed gardening. 
Dennis is survived by his mother, Leona Zetterberg of Arcadia; children Chris Zetterberg, Joshua (Shari) Zetterberg; Rebekah 
(Chris) Binion; brothers Don Zetterberg, Ed Zetterberg, and Dwight Zetterberg; sister Wilma Van Winkle; and seven 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his father. 
Graveside services were held February 24, 2017, at Cicero Cemetery in Cicero, Indiana. 
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