
2016 General Conference Willingness to Serve  Lay member 

 
Name: John Lomperis  
 
Preferred mailing address:  5345 S Harper Avenue #412 
 
City:  Chicago Zip:  60615 
 
email:  jlomperis@mail.harvard.edu  
 
Contact Phone:  202-494-2565 
 
Church:  New Song Fellowship UMC 
 
District:  North District 
 
Yes I have read and agree to the Commitment I make as a Delegate as stated above. 

Yes I have read and accept the Christian Conferencing Guidelines listed above. 

Reasons for wanting to be a delegate: 
 
I am a long-time United Methodist eager to see our beloved church renewed in faithfulness and 
missional effectiveness. As a delegate, I would evaluate every petition by asking: Is this faithful to 
Scripture and our Wesleyan theological tradition? Is this reasonable? How might this help or hurt the 
actual experience of our congregations in making disciples? I have written petitions adopted by 
previous General Conferences, attended the last three General Conferences, and earned a Master of 
Divinity degree from Harvard University. This background has prepared me to be a knowledgeable 
delegate who can effectively cooperate with people of diverse views. 
 
Areas crucial to the United Methodist Church’s mission: 
 
As a young adult, I am keenly aware of the urgency of reaching and retaining younger members. As 
someone of partial Hispanic descent in an international marriage, I am eager to see us welcome more 
diverse populations in America. We need to reach more new people for Christ! We must keep our 
primary focus on the Great Commission to make disciples of all peoples, baptizing them and teaching 
them to follow all the Lord’s commands. Our denomination is facing internal challenges from aging U.S. 
membership, increasingly global membership (especially in Africa), and mistrust over differences on 
biblical and social questions. 
 
Issues emerging from those areas you stated above: 
We can reach new people by more consistently offering a relevant, challenging, biblical faith that is 
more exciting and compassionate than anything in the secular world. This life-changing faith includes 
biblical standards for sexual self-control. We can strengthen our unity in Christ, better cooperating 
within our cultural and global diversity for faithful, transformative ministry for all people. This should 
include learning from overseas United Methodists who are making disciples so effectively. We can 
improve trust by making our massive, apportionment-funded denominational bureaucracy more 
inexpensive and accountable. We should help our UMC agencies focus on empowering our 
congregations to make disciples. 

Notes:   
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