
2016 General Conference Willingness to Serve  Lay member 

 
Name: Douglas Worthington  
 
Preferred mailing address:  2827 Buckhurst Run 
 
City:  Fort Wayne Zip:  46815 
 
email:  odworthington@gmail.com  
 
Contact Phone:  260-710-0915 
 
Church:  St Joseph UMC 
 
District:  Northeast District 
 
Yes I have read and agree to the Commitment I make as a Delegate as stated above. 

Yes I have read and accept the Christian Conferencing Guidelines listed above. 

Reasons for wanting to be a delegate: 
 
I long for the United Methodist Church to make a difference in the lives of individuals throughout the 
world. In 2012, I was a delegate to both the General and Jurisdictional conferences. From that 
experience, I better understand the legislative process and can be a voice for constructive change by 
listening to God, Indiana United Methodists, and other world-wide delegates. I have the interest, ability 
and time to devote to current issues affecting our Church. In addition, my personal background in 
serving the Church and my business background in finance equip me to be an effective delegate. 
 
Areas crucial to the United Methodist Church’s mission: 
 
1 Unity on matters critical to our faith. This would mean focusing on matters that unite us. John Wesley 
is quoted as saying "In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity. 2 Commitment 
by clergy and laity to truly be in mission and be purposeful about "Making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World". 3 Stewardship of time and financial resources entrusted to each 
United Methodist clergy person, lay person and institution (local congregations; local, regional, and 
international agencies and boards). 
 
Issues emerging from those areas you stated above: 
1 The issue of gay/lesbian people within the United Methodist Church seems to be in the forefront of 
this crucial issue. 2 The issue of how each clergy and lay person within the United Methodist Church 
chooses to make this a priority in their lives. This does not mean only serving for just causes, but 
means serving because they want to see disciples being made and are willing to share their witness 
with others. 3 The issue of how time and money is invested by each of the groups. It means learning to 
prioritize and compromise for a greater good. 

Notes:   
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