
2016 General Conference Willingness to Serve  Clergy member 

 
Name: Frank Beard  
 
Preferred mailing address:  7160 Shadeland Station 
 
City:  Indianapolis Zip:  46256 
 
email:  frankb@castletonumc.org 
 
Contact Phone:  317-849-2947 
 
Church:  Castleton UMC Indianapolis 
 
District:  Central District 
 
Yes I have read and agree to the Commitment I make as a Delegate as stated above. 

Yes I have read and accept the Christian Conferencing Guidelines listed above. 

Reasons for wanting to be a delegate: 
 
The gifts and graces that I bring, combined with a wealth of experiences across the General, 
Jurisdictional, Annual Conference and Local church, makes me an ideal person to serve as a delegate. 
I am a person that builds bridges and promotes unity and harmony. I am a man of prayer, dedicated to 
being fair, and am totally sold out to Jesus. I am aware of the issues facing our global church and 
believe I can be helpful in moving the church forward in attaining our mission of "making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world." 
 
Areas crucial to the United Methodist Church’s mission: 
 
A crucial issue is learning to be a global church. A second issue is our covenant of connection. This 
includes our Book of Discipline, Our Biblical and Theological foundations, and our understanding of 
Episcopal leadership and authority. A third issue is our ineffectiveness in disciple making and 
leadership development. Our failure at making disciples has left us weak and fruitless. This lack of 
leadership productivity hinders our efforts in addressing a myriad of spiritual and social issues, 
including issues of sexuality, because the primary focus is on institutional survival. Yoking these 
together is the use of declining resources. 
 
Issues emerging from those areas you stated above: 
1. The global nature of the church. 2. Our Covenant of Connection (that which binds us together). 3. 
Disciple making and leadership development in a climate of shrinking resources. 

Notes:   
 
 


