
2016 General Conference Willingness to Serve  Clergy member 

 
Name: Robert Land  
 
Preferred mailing address:  530 Guilford St. 
 
City:  Huntington Zip:  46750 
 
email:  bob.land@inumc.org  
 
Contact Phone:  260-356-0961 
 
Church:  Huntington Trinity 
 
District:  Northeast District 
 
Yes I have read and agree to the Commitment I make as a Delegate as stated above. 

Yes I have read and accept the Christian Conferencing Guidelines listed above. 

Reasons for wanting to be a delegate: 
 
Today United Methodists confront daunting theological and demographic challenges. In the United 
States, some of our congregations struggle not only to maintain the status quo; they struggle even to 
survive. In Africa, Asia and Latin America however growth is the norm. We must face these challenges 
head-on, and to the best of my ability and with the gifts and graces God has given me, I want to be part 
not merely of a survival plan; I want to be part of the mission of our General church of making disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 
 
Areas crucial to the United Methodist Church’s mission: 
 
Uneven Growth -- Based on their American experience, I am confident most United Methodists in the 
United States think the United Methodist Church is shrinking in numbers. In fact, we are growing; not in 
the United States but throughout Africa, Asia and Latin America. Changing Demographics -- Regarding 
age and ethnicity, our American congregations are less reflective of the larger population than 40 or 50 
years ago, and our American membership is increasingly unlike the larger membership outside the US. 
Theological Disunity -- Our membership in the US is ever more deeply divided by differences of 
theology and practice. 
 
Issues emerging from those areas you stated above: 
The allocation of resources -- We must solve the question of equitably allocating financial resources 
when most of the funds come from the United States and the need is increasingly in growth areas 
outside the United States. Equitable representation -- As with equitable allocation of funds in an 
increasingly international church, so must we also deal with equitable representation on our General 
Boards and Agencies. The nature and authority of Scripture -- Before answering the “hot button” 
questions dividing us, we, as United Methodists, must address the underlying question of “Scriptural 
authority” and what that means in our life together. 

Notes:   
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