
2016 General Conference Willingness to Serve  Clergy member 

 
Name: Beth Ann Cook  
 
Preferred mailing address:  11910 S. SR 58 
 
City:  Columbus Zip:  47201 
 
email:  revbethanncook@gmail.com  
 
Contact Phone:  812-550-4736 
 
Church:  I serve both Ogilville & Rockford 
 
District:  Southeast District 
 
Yes I have read and agree to the Commitment I make as a Delegate as stated above. 

Yes I have read and accept the Christian Conferencing Guidelines listed above. 

Reasons for wanting to be a delegate: 
 
I love our United Methodist Church. General Conference is not always easy or fun. It is, however, 
important work that I feel called to do. I have served in diverse ministry settings: I was on staff in a 
larger urban church, pastored a county seat church, and currently serve two vibrant rural 
congregations. This allows me to understand how GC legislation impacts all of our congregations. After 
serving in 2008 & 2012, I am finally beginning to really grasp the complex legislative process and feel I 
would be an effective voice for Indiana. 
 
Areas crucial to the United Methodist Church’s mission: 
 
1. Living into our identity as a truly global church. 2. Proclaiming the Good News of God’s love in grace-
filled, culturally relevant ways while upholding the Authority of Scripture. (I bring a unique perspective 
on this issue because of my background. I grew up outside of the church and was actually an atheist. I 
have a heart to see the UMC reach the unchurched for Christ.) 3. Addressing our deep theological 
divisions so that we can focus our time and energy on our core mission. 
 
Issues emerging from those areas you stated above: 
1. How can we revise our denominational structure/polity to more effectively equip our congregations to 
make disciples and change the world for Christ? 2. How will we call, train and equip lay and clergy 
leaders for the future? How can we best use resources like the MEF fund to educate leaders for all of 
our churches? 3. It is time to deal with our differences around human sexuality. We must look for a way 
forward based on mutual respect, integrity, and accountability. The current situation is damaging the 
witness of churches across the theological spectrum. 

Notes:   
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